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Luther's Battle Hymn 
By W. M. Czamanske 


6 MIGHTY Fortress is our God,” 
Thus Luther sang rejoicing, 
To tread again where David trod, 
His faith and courage voicing. 


‘With might of ours can naught be 
done” — 
Against the strong Contender; 
But for us fights the Stronger One, 
Our Saviour and Defender. 


“Though devils all the world should fill,” 
We need not fear to meet them; 

For Christ can break their evil will 
And help us to defeat them. 


“The Word they still shall let remain,” 
The Word that God has spoken; 

Its saving. power can never wane, 
Its truth cannot be broken. 


Pitfalls of Personal Testimony 


In testifying of the work of God in 
our lives, our aim should be to glorify 
Him. ‘This is especially important in 
public meetings, where the time for each 
testimony is limited. Human pride is 
a subtle and persistent evil, and it is 
all too easy to be led astray into an ex- 
tended discourse on one’s gifts and tal- 


ents, the opportunities for money-mak- 
ing and position that one had earlier, 
and even one’s defects and failures. If 
the Devil cannot keep us down in a 
testimony meeting, then he may try to 
snare us into talking too long and say- 
ing too much about ourselves. Some 
personal details are necessary, to set 
forth the particular work of God in a 
Christian’s life, but they should be used 
sparingly. Here again, as in every other 
realm, balance is needed. We can be 
kept from serious mistakes if we hold 
strictly to the time allotted, and aim at 
every moment to please, not ourselves, 
but the Lord Jesus Christ. 


ya 
Our First Daily Duty 
What is the Christian’s first duty 
each day? George Mueller said: “I 


saw that the most important thing I had 
to do was to give myself to the reading 
of the Word of God, and to meditation 
on it, and thus my heart might be com- 
forted, encouraged, warned, reproved, 
instructed; and that thus, by means of 
the Wérd of God, whilst meditating 
on it, my heart might be brought into 
experimental communion with the Lord. 


© 


. After having asked in a few words 
the Lord’s blessing upon His precious 
Word, I began to meditate on the Word 
of God, searching as it were into every 
verse to get blessing out of it; not for 
the sake of preaching on what I had 
meditated upon, but for the sake of 
obtaining food for my own soul” (Kes- 
wick Calendar, Aug. 25, 1936). We need 
to keep constantly before us the fact 
that God has given us His Word for our 
daily nourishment, and we should apply 
it by faith to our daily needs. It is the 
manna that we need to gather afresh 
every day. There we find strength for 
hard tasks; conviction at points where 
we have given way to our own selfish 
desires. and to Satan; the correction of 
our own thinking, in the elash of men’s 
opinions, as a ship’s chronometer is cor- 
rected daily by the radio signals from 
the United States Naval Observatory; 
and constant reminders of God’s mercy 
and faithfulness, which should fill our ~ 
hearts with praise. If our days go badly, . 
it is likely we have not given enough 
time to the Word and to prayer in the 
early part of the day. It is amazing to 
see how the whole aspect of life is 
changed when we obey Paul’s inspired 
counsel; “Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom” (Col. 3:16). 


‘Glimpses of Earlier Revivals 


ARTIN LUTHER unearthed from 
the dust and debris of centuries 
the great doctrine of justification 

by faith and restored it to the Church. 
Surely the Reformation of the 16th cen- 
tury was one of the greatest of all re- 
vivals, for it liberated multitudes from 
the hopeless task of attempting to earn 


‘salvation by works, and flooded their 


hearts with the glorious light of the 
Gospel of the grace of God manifested 
in Christ. In his monumental “History 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for 


us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 
foe | 




















of the Reformation,” J. H. Merle 
D’Aubigné gives a remarkable prayer 
uttered by Luther as he was about to 
stand trial at the Diet of Worms. 

“This prayer,” writes D’Aubigné, “ex- 
plains Luther and the Reformation. His- 
tory here raises the veil of the sanctuary, 
and discloses to our view the secret 
place whence strength and courage were 
imparted to this humble and despised 
man, who was the instrument of God 
to emancipate the soul and the thoughts 
of men, and to open a new era. Luther 
and the Reformation are here brought 
before us. We discover their most secret 
springs.’ We see whence their power 
was derived.” Here is the prayer: 

“‘O Almighty and Everlasting God! 
How terrible is this world! Behold, it 
openeth its mouth to swallow me up, and 
I have so little trust in Thee! ... How 
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weak is the flesh, and how powerful is 
Satan! If it is in the strength of this 
world only that I must put my trust, 
all is over! ... My last hour is come, 
my condemnation has been pronounced ! 
..-O God! O God! ...0O God! do 
Thou help me against all the wisdom 
of the world! Do this; Thou shouldest 
do this . . . Thou alone... . for this 
is not my work, but Thine. I have noth- 
ing to do here, nothing to contend for 
with these great ones of the world! I 
should desire to see my days flow on 
peaceful and happy. But the cause is 
Thine . .. and it is a righteous and 
eternal cause. O Lord! help me! Faith- 
ful and unchangeable God! In no man 
do I place my trust. It would be vain! 
All that is of man is uncertain; all that 
cometh of man fails ... OQ God! my 
God, hearest Thou me not? ... My 
God, art Thou dead? ...No! Thou 
canst not die! Thou hidest Thyself 
only! Thou hast chosen me for this 
work. I know it well! ... Act, then, 
O God . .. stand at my side, for the 
sake of Thy well-beloved Jesus Christ, 
who is my defence, my shield, and my 
strong tower.’ 

“After a moment of silent struggle, he 
thus continues: 

“‘Lord! where stayest Thou? ...O 
my God; where art Thou? .. . Come! 
come! I am ready! ...I1 am ready to 
lay down my life for Thy truth. . , 
patient as a lamb. For it is the cause 


of justice — it is Thine! ...I will never 
’ separate myself from Thee, neither now 
nor through eternity! ... And though 


the world should be filled with devils, 
—though my body, which is still the 
work of Thy hands, should be slain, 
be stretched upon the pavement, be cut 
in pieces .. . reducec to ashes... my 
soul is Thine! ... Yes! I have the as- 
surance of Thy Word. My soul be- 
longs to Thee! It shall abide forever 
with Thee ... Amen! O God! help me 
. + Amen!’” 


Showers of blessing visited Eastern 
Pennsylvania when George Whitefield 
came to Philadelphia in 1739. “One of 
his visits to Philadelphia was the oc- 
casion for the erection of the building 
and planning of the Free School, which 
subsequently became the habitation and 
one of the earliest ‘trusts of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania.” Albert D. 
Belden gives the following vivid pic- 
ture of Whitefield’s preaching: 

“At Philadelphia the storm of revival 


broke once again. _On Saturday, No- 





This editorial is the first chapter, compiled 
by P. E. Howard, Jr., in a booklet entitled 
“How Prayer Brings Revival,” which contains 
three others: “Revivals in the Bible,”” by 
William Culbertson, D.D.; “How the Fire Fell 
‘When They Prayed in Faith,” by Geo, T. 
B. Davis; “How To Start and To Conduct.a 
Cottage Prayer Meeting,” by Dr. John Zoller. 
(May be obtained from Christ for America 
Campaign, Land Title Bidg., Phila. 10, Pa., 10 
cents a copy, $1 per dozen.) 
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vember 24th, he preached to a vast con- 
course of all denominations in the Eng- 
lish Episcopal Church—on Tuesday, 
the 27th, at German Town, seven miles 
away, he preached to six thousand per- 
sons from the balcony of a house. On 
Wednesday, back again in Philadelphia, 
the crowds were so great that the at- 
tempt to preach in church was aban- 
doned and the fields were sought once 
more. On the day of his departure, No- 
vember 29th, the people thronged his 
door from seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing, in tears, seeking God. A company 
of over two hundred horsemen escorted 
him from the city, and en reaching 
Chester he was met by some three thou- 
sand people, many of whom had come 
out from Philadelphia, clamoring for 
him to preach. The justices were in ses- 
sion at the time, but sent word to White- 
field that they would defer their busi- 
ness till his meeting was ended !”2 

Dr. A. J. Gordon wrote concerning 
David Brainerd, missionary to the 





1From “George Whitefield, the Awakener,” 
by the Rev. Albert D. Belden, B.D. (Cokes- 
bury Press, Nashville, Tenn., 1930.) 


(Continued on page 682) 








Notes on Open Letters 





Romans 9:5 in the R.S.V. 


Since I have shared the feeling of 
apprehension with which, I am sure, 
many evangelical Christians have 
looked forward to the publication of 
the “Revised Standard Version of the 
New Testament,” I have réad with 

at interest the examination of it 

Dr. Buswell which appeared in 
THE Sunpay Scuoot Tomes (March 16 
and 23). Dr. Buswell has pointed out 
some of -its weaknesses and defects 
quite clearly, while indicating at the 
same time that it will be a long time 
before its true character will be fully 
evaluated and understood. ... 


I am taking the'liberty of writin 
to you about this Version because o: 
an omission in Dr. Buswell’s discus- 
-sion which has pa me. In the 
second article he discusses six pas- 
sages in Romans. Three of these are, 
in chapter 8. But he makes no men- 
tion of the significant change in 9:5. 
{In the Authorized or King James 
Version this is rendered: ‘ ose are 
the fathers, and of whom as concern- 
ing the flesh Christ came, who is over 
all, God blessed for ever. Amen.”] 
In the A.V. and in the A.R.V: the 
closing words of this verse are treated 
as r ane to Christ and declaring 
His deity. In the new R.S.V., they are 
treated as a benediction to God: ile 
the authority of Erasmus may be 
claimed for the latter rendering, Hodge 
pointed out years ago that “it was 
universally referred Christ in the 
ancient Church, by all the Reformers, 
ps the older theologians, and by 
almost all of the modern interpreters 
who believe in the divinity of Christ.” 
That the other is a Unitarian rendering 
is ‘shown by the fact that it was 
strongly maintained by Ezra Abbot in 
a debate with Timothy tin the 
Journal of the Society of Biblical Lit- 
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erature in 1881, the year in which the 
E.R.V. was published. Both of these 
men were members of the American 
Committee on Revision. Abbot was 
a Unitarian, although the Nelson firm 
in its publicity material called him a 
Congregationalist. His antitrinitarian 
bias appears very clearly in his treat- 
ment of the passage. The change made 
in the PS.V. represents therefore 
the final triumph the Unitarian in- 
terpretation as defended by Abbot 
over the Evangelical interpretation ad- 
vocated by Dwight. it is noteworthy 
that A. T. Robertson, who was one of 
the members of the original (R.S.V.) 
committee, regarded the A.V. render- 
ing as corre That Dr. Armstron: 
of Princeton took the same view, 
have no doubt. But both of these men 
died or retired, as Dr. Buswell has 
pointed out, before the work of the 
committee had really Mi ny - under 
way. A “two-thirds e” is of no 
value as far as the defense of the 
conservative position is concerned, 
when all the members of the commit- 
tee are liberals. 

It may be that Dr. Buswell has re- 
served Romans 9:5 for cial treat- 
ment. If so, this letter is quite un- 
necessary. But I have ventured to 
write to you about the matter, he- 
cause I am afraid that some-of your 
readers may draw the inference that 
Dr. Buswell ignored this passage be- 
cause the change was in his opinion jus- 
tified. I cannot believe that such is 
the case. So I am hoping the neces- 
sary steps will be.taken to guard 
against such an unwarranted inference. 
—Oswald T. Allis, Wayne, Pa. 


Dr. BuswEt’s REPLY 
Dr. Allis is absolutely right. A. T. 
Robertson in his large Grammar (p. 
1108) says of Romans 9:5: “As is well 
known, the difficulty here is a aatter 
of exegesis and the punctuation of the 
editor will be made according to his the- 


ology. But it may be said in brief that: 


the natural way to take ho on [he be- 
ing] and Theos [God] is in apposition to 
ho Christos (Christ].” 

In other vrords, our greatest New Tes- 
tament Greek grammarian regarded it 
as grammatically unnatural to translate 
as the new revised version does—“... 
Christ. God who is over all be blessed 
forever.” The natural grammatical 
translation is the one in which the mar- 
gin of the new version agrees with the 
traditional translation in ascribing deity 
to—“Christ, who is God over all, blessed 
forever.” The grammar of the objection- 
able translation is possitle, but improb- 
able. é. 

Another case of this kind is found 


(Continued on page 683) 











A CORRECTION 


In connection with the second part of 
a review of Mr. Ernest Gordon’s book, 
“Alcohol Reaction at Yale,’ which was 
published in THe Sunpay Scuoo. Trmes 
of June 29 under the title “The Yale 
School of Alcohol Studies — II,” the ad- 
dress of the publishers of the book was 
incorrectly given. The publisher is. Al- 
cohol Information Press, Francestown, 
New Hampshire, and the cost is $1 post 
paid; 10 copies, $6. 
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‘Lesson for August 11 


Christmas Evans 


THE.SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A great Welsh preacher 


up in poverty, lacking early educa- 

tion, and with serious physical 
handicaps! What chance has such a 
one to attain great success in the serv- 
ice of Christ? And yet here was a 
man who suffered from all these dis- 
advantages and yet became famous and 
powerful as a preacher of the Gospel. 
The results of his life and work abide 
over one hundred years after his death. 
His consecration and God-given talents 
outweighed his handicaps. 


Christmas Evans, who has been called 
“the John Bunyan of Wales,” was born 
in the small Welsh village of Esgairwen, 
on Christmas day, 1766. His father, Sam- 
uel, was a shoemaker who died when 
Christmas was nine years of age, leav- 
ing the family in dire poverty. The 
mother, Johanna Lewis, came from a 
middle class family of freeholders, but 
seems to have been discouraged and 
found herself unable to keep her family 
together or to train them for useful 
lives. The boy, Christmas, was sent to 
live with an uncle, James Lewis, a small 
farmer, who proved to be a cruel, hard 
master and a drunkard. Here the boy 
lived for six miserable years, working 
hard and with no attention paid to his 
education or his morals. Finally, at the 
age of sixteen, he left his uncle’s home 
and, after wandering about from place 
to place, he went to live on a farm be- 
longing to the Rev. David Davies, who 
took an interest in the young man. But 
at the age of seventeen, Christmas could 
neither read nor write; but he had 
learned too much from evil companions. 
He did not remember ever having heard 


B=: of obscure parents, brought 


“anyone pray; religion meant little to 


him. 


A Series of Narrow Escapes 

About this time Christmas was startled 
and caused to think seriously by a series 
of accidents in which he narrowly es- 
caped with his life. He knew that he 
was a sinner and began to fear death, 


wondering what lay beyond. Under the 


influence of David Davies he went to 
church and, during a revival, experi- 
énced a spiritual awakening. He ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour and joined 
the: Welsh Presbyterian Church. As is 
usually the result, the new life that had 
touched his heart also stirred his dark- 
ened mind and he began to seek knowl- 
edge: ‘Other young men had also been 
awakened at the same time and in them 
he found helpful companions. Together 
they bought Bibles and candles, meet- 
ing at night in a barn to study the Word 
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By DELAVAN L. PIERSON 


This fourth biographical sketch in 
the series by Mr. Pierson shows how 
mightily God blessed and used an 
uneducated man in the preaching of 
the Gospel. Not only did he do a 
great work in the conversion of sin- 
ners, but he is remembered to this 
day as a faithful, self-denying pas- 
tor, and his methods and sermons 
have served as éxamples to many 
other men of God in the last hun- 
dred years. Mr. Pierson quotes some 
of Christmas Evans’ sound counsel 
in this article, and the way in which 
he overcame many handicaps by dili- 
gent study of the Word and by the 
grace of God should bring encour- 
agement to all who read this story 
of his life. 








of God in the Welsh tongue. Christmas 
Evans wrote some years later: 

“In about a month, I was able to read 
the Bible in my mother tongue, and was 
vastly delighted with so’ much learning. 
I borrowed books and so learned also 
to read a little English. Mr. Davies 
was a teacher and allowed me to attend 
his school for six months. There I went 
through the Latin granimar but my pov- 
erty prevented me from continuing in 
school.” s 

Christmas Evans, like many -.others 
who could not depend on much reading, 
had a remarkably retentive memory and, 
when he had read a book carefully, or 
heard a good sermon, could repeat al- 
most the whole. He obtained a copy 
of Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress” and 
was greatly. impressed and delighted by 
it. Dreams always stimulted his think- 
ing and one of the “Day of Judgment” 
seemed to him a vision from God, call- 
ing him to preach the Gospel while 
there was yet time. But how to attain 
that ambition he knew not. The Presby- 
terian Church of Wales required its min- 
isters to have a college education before 
they could be ordained. Since that door 
was closed.to him Evans joined the 
Baptists, whose views of believers’ bap- 
tism he accepted. He preached his first 
sermon at the age of twenty, but he 
was severely criticized because that dis- 
course was largely made up of quota- 
tions from a book of sermons. But 
Evans at least could discern Gospel 
truth and spoke with conviction and 
fervor. He persevered, read widely and 
well, and for some time memorized his 
sermons. But he had originality of ex- 
pression and real dramatic talent. Soon 
he decided that memorizing sermons did 
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not give the Spirit of God sufficient lib- 
erty to speak through him. He con- 
tinued to study the Bible more diligently 
and read widely, but ceased committing 
his sermons to memory. After this he 
began to show more power and at twen- 
ty-four years of age was recognized as 
a true messenger of God. 

He was called to become pastor of a 
small congregation at Lleyn in North 
Wales. The congregation did not offer 


him a stated salary and his acceptance ~ 


meant entrance on a real life of faith. 
His whole concern was for the conver- 
sion of men and he received new light 
on God’s plan of salvation. So many 
were converted under his preaching’ that 
some of the meetings had to be held out 
of doors. He often preached five times 
on Sunday and walked twenty miles a 
day to keep an engagement. He had 
found new peace and joy in service. 

At the same time his opposition to 
strong drink and his denunciation of sirf 
stirred up some of the rougher element 
in the towns and one night he was ‘set 
upon by a crowd of ruffians and was hit 
by a missile that cost him the sight of 
his right eye. This often gave him great 
pain to the day of his death, but did 
not interfere with his reading or preach- 
ing. When Evans’ health showed signs 
of breaking under the strain, he under- 
took a walking tour through South 
Wales, preaching in many villages along 
the way. He became known as “The 
One-eyed Preacher,” but as Robert Hall 
remarked, “That one eye could lead a 
multitude through the wilderness at 
midnight.” 


A Listless Crowd Deeply Moved 


One day, when'a large crowd had 
gathered at Velenvale to hear two well- 
known pulpit orators, a tall, bony, one- 
eyed young man was put forward to 
give an address. When the expectant 
audience hooked at him, many turned 
away in disappointment and began to 
lounge under the hedges until the more 
famous preachers should arrive. But as 
the young Welshman began to speak on 
“The return of the Prodigal Son,” men 
began to sit up and give close attention. 
They rose ahd pressed forward. The 
vivid imagery of the speaker, the Gos- 
pel he proclaimed with earnestness and 
conviction, compelled attention. “Who 
is this?” they exclaimed. Many were 
deeply moved and shouted, “Glory !” as 
the address came to a powerful climax. 
From that moment Christmas Evans was 
a famous preacher, and crowds gathered 
wherever he was announced to speak. 

From Lleyn he was called to minister 
to ten small churches in the island of 
Anglesea. Here he remained for thirty- 
three years. His salary was only sev- 
enteen pounds a year (about $85). It 
was far from an easy parish, but he 
never asked for more. . 

He married Catherine Jones, who 
proved to be a wonderful help to him. 


‘ 
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Their home in Liangevin was only a 
poor shanty, with almost no furniture. 
The bed was made of boards and the 
door was mended by a tin plate nailed 
across the bottom. But Evans still had 
money to purchase a few books and he 
and his wife were happy in their primi- 
tive surroundings. He had time to study 
and pray and here were wrought out 
some of his most powerful messages. 
Many miles he traveled over his parish 
on horseback, with his wife behind him, 
visiting the small and scattered churches. 

One day, while traveling over a lonely 
road in the mountains, he felt moved 
to pray for the power of the Holy Spirit 
in his preaching. Tying his horse to a 
tree he knelt down and for three hours 
pleaded with God to give him greater 
love for the souls of men. He committed 
himSelf more unreservedly to Christ and 
made a new covenant to live for God 
and to preach salvation only through 
Christ and His sacrifice on the cross. 
Henceforth Evans was a “God intoxi- 
cated man,” filled with the Spirit. The 
members in his congregations doubled 
and in every service souls were saved 
or men and women were led to dedicate 
their lives to God. In addition to preach- 
ing, he undertook the task of raising 
money from wealthier congregations to 
pay off the debts on the poor chapels. 
Often he traveled on foot, preaching 
every day and twice on Sundays. He 
became a veritable bishop of Anglesea 
and was known as a “Chapel Builder.” 
On his faithful horse he traveled many 
miles, ‘in all kinds of weather, appar- 
ently regardless of personal comfort and 
even of health. , 


Four Methods of Preaching “4 

Evans’ sacrificial spirit won the love 
of the people and many were converted. 
In one year six hundred new members 
were added to the church. His sermons 
were Biblical, picturesque, and practi- 
cal. In one on the “Resurrection of 
Lazarus” he described four methods of 
preaching: 

1, Attempts to raise the spiritually 
dead by physical energy, rubbing 
the corpse in an effort to produce 
warmth and life. 

2. The use of a scourge; efforts to beat 
the corpse into a semblance of 
life. 

3. Using an electric battery, with music 
and education to charm the dead 
soul. 

4. All these methods are useless. The 
only hope is when the Lord of Life 
comes and, with power and author- 
ity calls, “Lazarus, come forth.” To 
that voice the dead man responds 
and is born anew. It is not a 
human prescription that is needed, 
nor threats of punishment, nor the 
refinements of culture, but the gift 
of Life from above. This is the 
only cure for death. 

Although without even a college edu- 

cation, Evans often spoke to fellow 
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preachers and gave them the following 
advice: 


1. Live a blameless life in the midst of 
trials and temptations. 

2. Give diligent attention to prayer 
and Bible study. 

3. Seek more knowledge through wide 
reading and experience. 

4, Preach the Gospel of Christ in every 
sermon. 

5. Avoid foolish and meaningless ges- 
tures, and give attention to appro- 
priate appearance in the pulpit. 

6. Preach the, truth in love, using the 
voice to express what comes from 
the heart. 


When Mrs. Evans, who had proved a 
loyal and helpful companion for over 
thirty years, died, her husband was 
sorely bereaved. After two years he 
moved to Caerphilly and later married 
his former housekeeper from Anglesea. 
Later they moved to Caernovan and his 
ministry continuetl to grow in power. 
But the preacher’s health began to show 
the effects of constant travel, rigid self- 
denial, and hard work. He never re- 
ceived a salary of more than £30 a year. 
At the age of 72, after fifty-three years 
of preaching, Christmas Evans started 
on his last journey to help a poor con- 
gregation. His last sermon was on the 
text from Luke 24:47, “Beginning at 
Jerusalem.” In the course of it he ex- 
claimed:: 

“At Jerusalem, Lord?” said the dis- 
ciples. 

“Yes,” replied Jesus. : 

“But, Lord, that is where the men are 
who crucified Thee !” 

“Yes; go preach to them; to the man 
who nailed my hands and feet to the 
cross; to the man who plaited the crown 
of thorns and placed it on my head; to 
the man who pierced my side. Tell them 
that I am the Saviour, who died for 
them. I am rich unto all that call upon 
me.” 

This was an illustration often used 
most effectually over a century and a 
half later by D. L. Moody. 

As Evans came down from the pulpit 
he said, “This is my last sermon.” He 
was taken ill during the night and on 
Friday morning (July 19, 1838) he said 
to his friends: “I am leaving you. I 
have been fifty-three years in the serv- 
ice of God. This-is my comfort that 
I have never labored without the signs 
of Blood” (Preaching Christ and Him 
Crucified). 

Then the old itinerant preacher waved 
his hand in farewell saying, “Good-bye ! 
Good-bye! Drive on!” 

A vast crowd of mourners attended 
his funeral as his mortal remains were 
buried in a plot attached to the Welsh 
Baptist CHurch in Swansea. 

Over one hundred years later, Evans’ 
name is still famous, not only in Wales 
but throughout the Christian Church. 
Not only were multitudes led to Christ 
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through his preaching, but ministers 
were quickened and still use his illus- 
trations to express Gospel truth. Here 
was a man who had few worldly advan- 
tages, but enjoyed the blessing of God. 
He lacked scholastic training, but God 
gave him a retentive memory and a 
love for the Bible. While without good 
birth and helpful home influences, he 
was truly “born again” and loved God 
and His people. While he was reared 
in poverty and was always poor in this 
world’s goods, he was rich in faith and 
in the gifts of God. What he lacked 
in physical charm he made up in cour-, 
age and he spoke with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Prayer was his great re- 
course. He sought not honor from men, 
but his aim was ever to exalt Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. His preaching 
was often eloquent, but was not marked 
by mere oratory. He said, “Let God 
fill the heart and the words will bubble 
up and find expression in the voice.” 


The Stranger Knocks on Modern Doors 

One of the patables, or picture ser- 
mons, given by Christmas Evans was 
on the words of-Christ in Revelation 
3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock.” Picturing a modern scene to 
describe the incident, he said: 

“If a horse dealer or cattle owner 
came to your house, you would open 
to him and would set meat and drink 
before him, because perchance you 
would hope to make money — filthy 
lucre-that perishes with the using. But 
when the Lord Jesus stands knocking 
at the door of your heart, bringing you 
life and countless everlasting wealth, 
which He offers without money, you are 
so busy that you will not attend to Him. 
Markets, fairs, pleasures, and profits oc- 
cupy you, so that you have neither time 
nor inclination to attend to Him. ‘Let 
Him stand without and knock,’ you say. 
The door is shut in His face. What 
does it matter to you? 

“I go through a Welsh village and see 
a beautiful house; everything looks pros- 
perous and the farmer has just sat down 
to a good dinner. A friendly Stranger 
stands at the door and knocks, but the 
farmer is busy and, will not open the 
door. 

“Again I pass by that house some hours 
later and see the Stranger still knock- 
ing. But the farmer is busy counting 
his money and making up his accounts. 
He pays no attention to the knocking. 

“*You have’ great patience,’ I remark 
to the One standing without. ‘You have 


been knocking for a long time. Why 
not leave and go away?’ 
“But the kind Stranger says: ‘The 


man is in danger. I must warn him, for 
I wish to save him from death.” He 
continued knocking. 

“Again I passed by when the weather 
was cold and it was dark. I see the 
Man with the loving face still patiently 
knocking at the farmer’s door. His 
hands were scarred. The light is shin- 
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ing inside, but the farmer will not open 
the door. 

“ ‘Sir,’ I say, ‘why do you stand there 
and continue to seek an entrance into 
that hard man’s home? There is a poor 
widow down the street who would read- 
ily make you welcome.’ 

“ *Yes,’ he replies with a smile, ‘I know 
her well and her door is always open 
to me.’ 

“At that moment the rich farmer’s 
door opens and he curses the kind 
Stranger, striking Him in the face and 
then slamming shut the door. 

“I was filled with wrath and wanted 
to burst into the house and maltreat 
the farmer in return. But the Stranger 
turned away  sorrowfully, saying: 
‘Blessed are the meek: for they shall in- 
herit the earth.’ 

“*‘Come away, Sir,’ said I. ‘The cruel, 
wicked man is not worth saving at such 
a cost.’ 

“Then the Stranger turned and showed 
me His bleeding hands and His feet, 
His pierced side and thorn-scarred brow. 
I beheld that it was the Lord Jesus. 

“Finally He turned away in sorrow 
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at His rejection. I went to my lodgings 
near by to rest. Suddenly in the mid- 
dle of the night there came a fierce 
knocking at my door and a voice cried: 

“‘Get up! Get up! The farmer is 
at the point of death and needs help.’ 

“Dressing quickly I hurried down the 
street to the wealthy farmer’s house; but 
before I reached his door I heard his 
cries of agony. 

“*© God, have mercy upon me! Give 
me yet another day and I will repent 
and receive you!’ 

“The man’s wife was wringing her 
hands and the children were frightened 
and crying. As I came in the farmer 
called out: ‘Pray for me! Oh, Christ- 
mas! Cry to God for me! Perhaps He 
will hear you; but me He does not hear.’ 

“I knelt to pray, but in a moment the 
man was gone. I was too late. He had 
refused to listen to the Lord’s persistent 
knocking while there was yet time! 

“‘Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is 
near.’” 


Upper Monrcrarr, N. J. 


First Truths for Young Christians 
A series of studies for summer Bible school, and also Sunday school 


E HAVE found it helpful to choose 
a central theme for each Daily 
Vacation Bible School. This theme is de- 
veloped from day to day in the assembly 


period. The songs, memory verses, and 


stories all center on the same topic. Con- 
centrating on the same line of truth each 
day makes a stronger impression on the 
children than could be attained by a 
series of disconnected assemblies. 

Last summer at “The Firs” Bible 
school (the D.V.B.S. held in connection 
with “The Firs” Summer Conference, 
Bellingham, Wash.), “The Christian Life” 
was the general theme. The Lord 
blessed this school from the very begin- 
ning. 

The first morning a girl of ten or 
eleven stayed in at recess of her own 
accord to ask her teacher how she might 
be born again. She definitely passed 
from death unto life and was a real 
testimony to the others during the re- 
maining days of the school. 

Another girl became concerned about 
her soul, but she hesitated to accept 
Christ because none of her family were 
Christians and she feared opposition. 
Mrs. Percy Bromley of the China In- 
land Mission was invited to tell a mis- 
sionary story the next day. She knew 
nothing of the struggle ‘n this girl’s 
heart, but she was led to tell of a little 
Chinese girl whose faithfulness to the 
Lord led to the salvation of her entire 
family. That very day the second girl 
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decided for Christ. Each day there was 
evidence of the Lord’s working as chil- 
dren came to one er another of the 
teachers wanting to be saved or to be 
helped in their Christian lives. 

The high point of the school was the 
evening fireside meeting held near the 
end of the conference. All the Bible 
school children of school age were in- 
vited to this fireside, and no one else 
was allowed excepting the Bible school 
teachers and the guest speaker, Mrs. 
Irene Ranney, of Child Evangelism fame. 

After prayer and the singing of hymns 
and choruses the meeting was opened 
for testimony. Twenty-five or thirty 
children responded, although there was 
no urging that they do so. All through 
the meeting it was stressed that we must 
really mean what we say, and it must 
come from our hearts or else it means 
nothing to the Lord. 

Following the testimonies, Mrs. Ran- 
ney gave a most helpful talk on the 
raising of Jairus’ daughter. She included 
both the saved and unsaved in her mes- 
sage, making it clear that all who had 
not been born again were still dead in 
sin and those who had been saved should 
“walk in newness of life.” She closed 
with an invitation. 

While Mrs. Ranney dealt with the two 
boys who responded to the invitation, 
the rest of the group were led to con- 
sider how we should be different after 
we have been born again. Sins we com- 
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mitted before we were saved were listed 
on the blackboard as the children named 
them. Then each child was given a 
pencil and card and told to write down 
the particular sin or sins he had done 
which had dishonored the Lord. The 
children were told that what they wrote 
would not be seen by anyone but them- 
selves and the Lord. After a few min- 
utes of quiet and writing, all those who 
truly wished to overcome their sins in 
the strength of the Lord were invited to 
come up one by one to throw their cards 
into the fire. Then standing by the fire 
they could ask the Lord to give them 
the victory over the sins they had writ- 
ten on the card. Again the children 
were urged not to do anything they did 
not mean. They were told that the meet- 
ing was now over and they were free 
to go to the kitchen for a treat. How- 
ever, by far the most of the children 
remained and burned their cards. The 
prayers of these children were earnest 
and definite. 

The next day at Bible school the way 
of victory over sin was once more ex- 
plained. The children were warned not 
to get discouraged if they forgot some- 
time and cemmitted ‘the same sin again, 
but to obey 1 John 1:9 and then to go on 
in the strength of the Lord. 

The last morning a shy little girl came 
early to tell us that she had accepted 
Christ during the Bible school, but had 
been too bashful to say so. 

A summary of each day’s assembly 
follows. (Thee questions and answers 
are found on the Scripture Catechism 
Card on “The Christian Life.”’) 

Fist Day 

How must we start the Christian life? 

“Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). 

Hymn: “A Ruler Once Came to Jesus 
by Night.” (“Tabernacle Hymns Num- 
ber Four”; Tabernacle Publishing Co., 
352-A4 Waller Ave., Chicago 44; 55 
cents.) 

Flannelgraph story from Mrs. Ranney’s 
“Gospel of John, Part 1,” showing 
Christ and Nicodemus; also story of 
brazen serpent which he saw in his 
imagination as the Lord reminded him 
of it. (Mrs. Irene Ranney, 2746 Angus 
St., Los Angeles 26, Calif.; book, 60 
cents; figures for all scenes, 75 cents.) 

Seconp Day 

By what means are we born again? 
“By the word of God, which liveth and 

abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). 
Chorus: “Do You Know That You've 

Been Born Again?” (“The King’s 

Songs”; Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 

Grarid Rapids 2, Mich., 35 cents.) 
Flannelgraph, “The Call of Samuel,” 

stressing that God speaks now through 

His written Word. (From The Scrip- 

ture Press, Chicago 10; $1.) 


Tuirp Day 
What must we do to be born again? 
“But as many as received him, to them 
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gave he power to become the sons of 


God, even to them that believe on his 


name” (John 1:12). 

Song: “Boys and Girls Assurance March.” 
(“Salvation Songs for Children”; 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, 404 
Junipher Bldg., Santa Monica, Calif., 
35 cents.) 

Illustration: Envelope marked “Christ.” 
Inside paper saying: “Eternal Life.” 
“God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son.” Child 
who took envelope marked “Christ” 
found he had “eternal life” as well. 
There is no life, no new birth, apart 
from receiving Him. 


Fourtu Day 


After we have been born again what 

should we do? 

“Grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(2 Pet. 3:18). 

Chorus: “Cleanse Me From My Sin, 
Lord.” (“Children’s Special Service 
Mission Choruses,” British and Foreign 
Bible Society, 502 Dunsmuir St., Van- 
couver, B. C., Can., 55 cents.) 

Story of little girl who failed to grow 
and was a great grief to her parents. 
Are we grieving our Heavenly Father 
by failing to grow? Discussion of 
things that make us grow spirityally 
and things that.stunt spiritual growth. 


Firtx Day 


What must we have in order’to grow? 

“As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). 

Chorus: (Tune, chorus of “Count Your 
Blessings.”) 

“Read your Bible, read it through and 
through, 

Read your Bible, see what God can do. 

He will save you, bless and keep you, too, 

If you'll only trust Him, He'll do this 
for you.” 

Verse taught by flannelgraph. (“Bible 
Verses Visualized,” Vol. 1, Christian 
Publications, Inc., Third and Reily 
Sts., Harrisburg, Pa., $1.50.) 

Discussion of verse: Which parts of Bible 
should young Christians read? At- 
tending places where they will learn 
more of Word of God. Praying be- 
fore reading. How often to read. Place 
of memorizing, in Christian life, and 
the like. 

SrxtH Day 
Should we keep on sinning? 

“My little children, these things write 
I unto you, that ye sin not” (1 John 
2:1). 

Hymn: “Yield Not to Temptation.” 
(“Tabernacle Hymns Number 4.”) 

Flannelgraph, “The Fiery Furnace.” 
(The Scripture Press, $1.) Three boys 
who would rather die than sin. ‘ 


Seventy Day 
What should we do if we have sinned? 


“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgivé us our sins, and to 
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cleanse us from all unrighteousness” ' 


(1 John 1:9). 

Chorus: “If .We Confess Our Sins.” 
(“Children’s Special Service Mission 
Choruses.”) 

Flannelgraph, “The Prodigal Son.” (The 
Scripture Press, $1.) 

Eicuta Day 
How can we keep from sinning? 

“Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 
6:11). 

Hymn: “I'll Live for Him.” (“Tabernacle 
Hymns Number Four.”) 

Charts illustrating victory over sin from 
“God’s Plan of Redemption,” by Mary 
E. McDonough. (Hamilton Brothers, 
120 Tremont St., Boston 9; $1.25.) 

NintH AND TENTH Days 

How should we live the Christian life? 

“As ye have therefore received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. 
Rooted and built up in him, and stab- 
lished in the faith, as ye have been 


July 27, 1946 


taught, abounding therein with thanks- 

giving” (Col. 2:6, 7). 

Hymn: “When We Walk With the Lord.” 

(“Tabernacle Hymns Number Four.”) 
Story, “It Pays To Be a Christian — But 

It Costs,” from THe Sunpay ScHOOL 

Trmes for February 17, 1940. 

Each day all the questions of the pre- 
ceding days were asked before the new 
one was presented and the children gave 
the answers in both memory verse and 
song. This kept the truths fresh in their 
minds and also made special practice 
for the concluding program unnecessary. 

This outline was also used as a basis 
for one quarter’s opening exercises in 
our own Sunday school, where it proved 
again most helpful. ; 

Since the Lord blessed us so much in 
the school where “The Christian Life” 
was the theme, we were encouraged to 
use the same topic at a Bible camp later 
in the summer. A short account of the 
Lord’s. work there will be given in a 
later issue. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


A Visiting Sunday School 


How visitation was used to increase and hold attendance 


E HAD built up a good Sunday 
school and a working one. We 
had a good attendance, enthusiastic chil- 
dren, and then, on toward the middle 
of winter things began to happen. 
Little Susie Smith had the measles 
and was absent two Sundays and her 
sister caught it two weeks later,. mak- 
ing them both absent four Sundays. 
They didn’t come back. Their parents 
were of the type that could take Sun- 
day school and religion or leave it alone. 
They “permitted” their children to go 
to Sunday school, but never coaxed 
them. ‘They never gave them any sup- 
plementary religious training at home. 
Oh, yes, the girls were taught to say 
their prayers at night, but that’s as far 
as their training went. As a result of 
their absence from Sunday school, they 
lost interest and seldom came after that. 


After two or three such happenings 
in our community, a group of teachers 
and the pastor got together to study the 
situation, to see what could be done 
about it. Finally it was decided to set 
up a visiting Sunday school, something 
on the order of a visiting nurse to see 
just what was wrong. 

Five teachers formed the committee 
to do the visiting, and they changed 
off with another five teachers from Sun- 
day to Sunday. The heads of the Sun- 
day school departments would report 
any absentees and these absentees were 
grouped according to their location in 
the town. Usually one teacher had from 
two to five pupils to visit. 


By SARAH M. PRICE 


If it were known in advance that the 
child was ill, or that he had been ill 
for several Sundays, a special shut-in 
gift, such as a simple toy, game, plant, 
or book was taken to him. Ordinarily, 
however, the teacher armed herself with 
the lesson paper for the day. If when 
she called no one was at home and the 
parents had obviously taken the pupil 
out for the day, she slipped the lesson 
under the door and wrote, “You were 
missed today. Please come next Sun- 
day.” 

If the pupil was at home, either suf- 
fering from a cold or some other minor 
ailment, the teacher visited with him 
for ten or fifteen minutes, sometimes 
told him a little story, and left the les- 
son paper with him. In the case of 
contagious diseases or serious illness, 
the teacher merely talked for a minute 
with the parent, left her best wishes to 
be forwarded to the patient, and left a 
lesscn paper. Sometimes in the case of 
long illness, the teacher carried with 
her several little notes from fellow 
pupils. In any case the absent pupils 
were made to feel sorely missed. 

It wasn’t long after we inaugurated 
this system that our attendance began 
to increase noticeably and also we be- 
gan to get new pupils. It never took 
more than two hours a week from the 
teacher’s time, and each teacher seemed 
to enjoy the visits. At any rate we are 
going right on with our plan. 

FREDERICA; DEL. 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 11. JESUS AND HOME RELATIONSHIPS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 20:12, Matthew 7:9-12, Mark 7:6-13, Luke 2:41-52, Ephesians 6:1-4, 
Hebrews 12:7b-11, printed text, Exodus 20:12; Mark 7:9-13, Luke 2:51, 52, Ephesians 6:1-4 


Golden Text.—Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.—Exod. 20:12 


Kine James VERSION 

Exod. 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lorp thy God giveth thee. 

Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the 
commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. 

10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, 
Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death: 

11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, 
It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest 
be profited by me; he shall be free. 

12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or 


and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings 
in her heart. . 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man. 

Eph. 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right. 

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first command- 
ment with promise; 

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 
on the earth. 

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but 
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his mother; 


13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradi- 
tion, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye. 


Luke 2:51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR Lord’s teaching as to the honor 
O due to parents (Mark 7:10-13), 

the sanctity of the marriage rela- 
tionship (Matt. 5:32; 19:9), God’s care 
for little children (Matt. 18:10), and our 
responsibility toward them (Matt. 18: 
5, 6) all show how He regards home re- 
lationships. As a child, He set the ex- 
ample of submission to His parents 
(Luke 2:51, 52), and in His last hours 
on the cross He manifested His loving 
concern for His mother (John 19:26, 
27). Wherever the Gospel has gone 
throughout the whole world, men have 
realized the sacredness of the Christian 
home. Nowhere are women and chil- 
dren so honored and protected as among 
those who accept the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as divinely authori- 
tative. In many pagan lands, women are 
loaked down upon as though but slaves 
and burden bearers. Islam, the religion 
of the false prophet Mahomet, questions 
the possibility of women being pos- 
sessed of souls and they are kept in 
bondage from childhood to old age. 
Judaism set the highest standard for 
the home until Christ came and raised 
it much higher, for in the synagogue 
women are given a subordinate place. 
But in Christianity the wife and mother 
is exalted to the place originally given 
her by God when He created her as a 
helpmeet for man—the two dwelling 
together in holy harmony as heirs to- 
gether of the grace of God, if both have 
been born of God through believing the 
Gospel. Surely, no one has greater rea- 
son to be grateful to the Lord Jesus 
Christ than woman, who has, been lifted 
by His teaching from a state of degrada- 
tion to one of dignity and honor. 


The Historical Setting 


The Law was given by God to Moses, 
on Sinai, some fifteen centuries before 


bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
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Christ, who, in the course of His min- 
istry, enforced” every moral and spir- 
itual principle in a new way. Mark and 
Luke wrote, so far as we can now know, 
in the third quarter of the first Chris- 
tian century. Ephesians was written by 
Paul during his imprisonment in Rome, 
about A.D, 64. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20: 12.—“Honour thy father and 
thy mother.” This is the Fifth Com- 
mandment and completes the first table, 
setting forth man’s responsibility to God, 
for in childhood parents stand in the 
place of God, to act for Him in the 
training of their children. A _ special 
blessing was promised to all who ob- 
served this precept diligently. 


Mark 7:9.—“Ye reject the command- 
ment of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition.” The Lord Jesus exposed the 
hypocrisy of those who exalted rabbin- 
ical traditions above God’s revealed 
Word. The Jews recognized a body of 
oral teaching, handed down from olden 
time, as of equal or even greater author- 
ity than the Holy Scriptures. Such is 
Rome’s attitude today. 


Verse 10.—“Moses said.” Our Lord had 
no questions about the divine authority 
of the Pentateuch or its Mosaic author- 
ship. God spoke through Moses, com- 
manding that parents be honored and 
pronouncing a judgment on all who 
failed in their filial duty. 

Verse 11—“It is Corban.” This word 
means “a gift.” The term was used 
when a son dedicated all his property 
to God, making no provision for the 
comfort of his parents in old age, thus 
dishonoring them, while professing to 
honor God. Jesus denounced such con- 
duct as utterly wrong. 


Verse 12.—‘Ye suffer him no more to 
do ought for his father and mother.” 
Parents were left to suffer because of 
this false concept of what was due to 
God. We honor God as we show proper 


- respect and regard for our parents 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission, 


Verse 13.—“Making the word of God of 
none effect.” This is ever the result, 
however unintentional at first, of elevat- 
ing traditions, mere human enactments, 
to the level of God’s inspired Word. At 
first men regard such regulations as of 
equal authority with revelation, then, as 
time goes on, these assume a superior 
place in their minds and so the Word 
of God is neglected and becomes prac- 
tically of no effect. 


Luke 2:51.—“He .. . was subject unto 
them.” Jesus, as a growing boy and a 
young man in the’ home at Nazareth, 
set an example of subjection to His 
mother, Mary, and His foster father, 
Joseph, which all children who love 
Him should emulate. 

Verse 52.—“Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature.” In this we see how truly 
human our Lord had become. He, who 
is the eternal Wisdom, chose in grace 
to link His deity with our humanity, 
apart from sin, and so grew up in the 
home which God had prepared for Him 
as a normal and holy youth, developing 
intellectually as He grew in stature. His 
was a perfect childhood, followed by 
perfection in manhood, the delight of 
God His Father, and recognized by those 
who knew Him as an example of obe- 
dience and devotion to those who 
watched over Him in His early life. 

Eph. 6:1.—“Children, obey your par- 
ents in the Lord.” This is the Chris- 
tian standard. In the previous chapter 
the apostle set forth the relative places 
of husband and wife. Here he exhorts 
children in Christian homes to obedience, 
even as Christ obeyed. 


Verse 2—“The first commandment 
with promise.” In the Law the Fifth 
Commandment was the first to which a 
direct promise of special blessing was 
attached. Obedience to parents was re- 
warded by long life as an evidence of, 
God’s favor. 

Verse 3.—“That it may be well with 
thee.” It is still true that filial piety in- 
sures reward, but the promise as quoted 
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concerning Iong life was given’ particu- 
larly to God’s earthly people. It is 
quoted here to show the value that God, 
from of old, set upon obedience to par- 
ents. ‘ 


Verse 4.—“Fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath.” The Christian father 
should be careful to avoid needless fault- 
finding and anything that would suggest 
lack of consideration for the sensitive 
feelings of his children. It is not pos- 
sible to bring the little ones. up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord if 
they do not see the spirit of Christ mani- 
fested in the parents. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The home is the oldest institution in 
the world. It is older by far than any 
nation and older than the Church. Yet 
in many languages of earth there is no 
word that answers to .our word home, 
which is far more than a house or dwell- 
ing. Home is the sphere where love 
rules, ang if it is conducted according 
to the mind of God, it becomes a little 
sanctuary in the midst ofa godless world, 
where the Lord is known and loved and 
His Word honored and obeyed. The in- 
fluence of such a home is unspeakably 
blessed and far reaching. 


Lesson Outline 
THE SACREDNESS OF HoME 


Filial piety commanded in.the Law 
(Exod. 20:12) 

Neglect of parents condemned by the 
Lord Jesus (Mark 7: 9-13) 

The youthful Jesus an example of sub- 
jection to parents (Luke 2:51, 52) 
The Christian standard: for children 

(Eph. 6: 1-3) 
The Christian standard for parents (v. 
_ 4a) 
The ‘home a place. for child-culture and 
godly example (v. 4b) 


Special,Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Twofold Use of the Law. We are 
told distinctly in the Epistlé to the Ro- 
mans and the one to the Galatians that 
the Law was given that sin might be- 
come more apparent, taking on the dis- 
tinct character of transgression (Rom. 
3:19; Gal. 3:19), in order that men might 
realize their own utter helplessness and 
their need of a divine Saviour. But the 
Ten Commandments were also given as 
a standard of morality and righteous- 
ness and as such it is the basis of all 
law and equity. God has spoken in the 
code given through Moses, and men 
rebel against it at their peril. In Chris- 
tianity the righteousness of the Law is 
fulfilled in those “who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 
8:4). 


Self-Expression versus Self-Denial. 
In many quarters today, our children 
are being indoctrinated with the abom- 
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Last Week's Lessen 
5. August 4.—Jesus and the Sabbath. 
Exodus 20:8-11; Nehemiah 13:15- 
18; Psakms 92:1, 2; 118:24; Mat- 
thew 12:9-13; Mark 1:21-34; 2:23- 
28; 3:1-5 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7. August 18.—Jesus and the Sacred- 
ness of Human Life. Exodus 20: 
13; Proverbs 1:10-19; 3:29-33; Isa- 
jah 59:1-9; Matthew 5:21-24; 10: 
29-31; 18:1-7, 10-14;.Luke 9:51-56; 
Ephesians 4:32a 





= 





inable philosophy that rejects the idea 
of the suppression of any natural in- 
stinct or desire, and so opens the flood- 
gates for sin of every kind. Thus chil- 
dren lose all respect for any law, human 
or divine. Jesus Christ taught the very 
opposite. He stressed the necessity of 
self-denial, which involves the repres- 
sion of all desires that are opposed to 
sound ethical principles, those principles 
which are embodied in the Ten Com- 
mandments and the instruction given in 
the Sermon on the Mount and other 
Scriptures. “It is not in man that walk- 
eth to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). He 
cannot be trusted to carve out his own 
life. He needs divime instruction as to 
the only safe path in which to walk. 


Summaries and Applications _ 


The question is often raised, If Chris- 
tains are not under Law, should they 
teach the Ten Commandments to their 
children? By all means, for in them God 
has given a standard of right and wrong. 

When saved by grace one does not 
obey on a legal level, but he transcends 
law by the power of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. 

Willful, ill-mannered, and ungrateful 
children are the evidence of a lack of 
godly instruction and discipline in the 
home. 

When children profess faith in Christ, 
“let them learn first to show piety at 
home” (1 Tim. 5:4). This will be mani- 
fested in obedience to and care for their 
parents. 

Duties never conflict. God never asks 
of any child that which, if obeyed, would 
lead him to ignore the duty he owes to 
his parents. 

Parents are responsible before God to 
set an example of subjection to the Word, 
and to manifest a patient and kindly con- 
cern for the moral and spiritual, as well 
as physical, welfare of theix children. 

CHICAGO. 

ye 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
O YOU think that the position, in the 
Decalogue, of the command to honor 
Father and Mother has any signifi- 
cance? 

2. What is clearly indicated by the refer- 
ence to the Fifth Commandment in Ephe- 
siahs 6:1-3? 

3. What conflict of “authorities” is noted 
in Christ’s controversy with the Pharisees 
and scribes? 

4. What was the practice of “corban’’? 

5. Why did Christ single out “corban” in 
His attack on tradition? 

6. How do you reconcile Christ’s teach- 
ing in Mark 7:10-12 with 2 Corinthians 12: 
14? 

7. Does the Christian’s relation to God 
cancel his obligations under earthly rela- 
tionships? 

8. Does Luke 2:52 authorize a fourfold 
program for the church — intellectual, phys- 
ical, spiritual, and social? 

9. Does Ephesians 6:1 teach that Christian 
children are obligated to obey only Chris- 
tian parents? Explain. 

10. What means should parents use to 
secure obedience? 


(Answers on page 680) 
ue 
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and explaining the conditions under which 
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the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
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Taking Care. ap Father’s > 
our thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee 
(Exod. 20:12, Golden Text). In one of 
our New England towns, a good man 
died, leaving four sons, two of them past 
twenty, two in the dangerous years be- 
tween sixteen and twenty. The house 
was crowded with mourning friends, and 
many were the comments in regard to 
the future of those four sons. The four 
took their future into their own hands. 
When they were left alone for a few 
moments, the oldest one, a manly fellow, 
said, as they looked down into the dear 
face so soon to be hidden from their 
sight: “I want to know if you will all 
take a pledge with me; a pledge ta take 
good care of Father’s name. It’s ours 
—one just as much as the other—and 
Father never let a spot get on it! I 
want us to promise each other that we 
won’t! If one of us gets into any trouble, 
no matter what kind, the others will 
all rush to the rescue.” Testing times 


came, but that pledge was a_ cable 
that held fast. They never broke 
away from the safe mooring of principles 
that he approved. Two of the sons have 

risen to eminence; the others bear their 
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Lesson for August 11 


name with worth and dignity in. the 
community. Those who honor parents 
in that way are sure to be honored.— 
From Baptist Teacher. Sent by Mrs. S. 
Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


The Best Recommendation.—Making 
the word of God of none effect (Mark 
7:13). It was just a little sandwich shop, 
and I was not too sure I wanted to eat 
there until I saw the large sign over 
the counter. It read, “And He Eats His 
Own Sandwiches.” Then I knew I was 
in the right place. If the proprietor 
could eat his own sandwiches,,I could, 
too. This man was announcing to all 
the world that what was good for his 
customers was good enough for him. He 
was practicing what he preached... . 
We sometimes act as though we thought 
our Gospel was good for others, but we 
would rather not try it on ourselves. Yet 
others will not try it, unless they see 
us living the message we proclaim. . . 
We cannot be about our Father’s busi- 
ness until we freely share with others 
the message that God calls upon us to 
live-—From the Secret Place. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Chicago. 


The One Switch Lacking—And was 
subject unto them (Luke 2:51). Every- 











SHE MOVES THE WORLD 
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thing in the modern home is controlled 
by switches except the children.—Source 
unknown. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can.; and Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


Where Fear Stops.—Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord .. . fathers, 
... bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of. the Lord (Eph. 6:1, 4). In 
a recent revival campaign, in speaking 
of the fraining of children, the evangelist 
said, “The teachers are afraid of the 
principals, the principals are afraid of 
the superintendents, the superintendents 
are afraid of the Board of Education, 
the members of the Board are afraid of 
the P.T.A., the P.T.A. is afraid of the 
parents, the parents are afraid of the 
children, and the children ain’t afraid 
of nothin’.,.—Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Less Delinquency in Chinatown.— 
Honour thy father and mother... that 
it may be well with thee (Eph. 6:2, 3). 
Chinatown is one of the most congested 
areas in Manhattan. Some eight thou- 
sand persons live there within a radius 
of eight city blocks. And we are often 
told by our social workers that in 
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crowded tenements crime and vice of 
all sorts find their most fertile breed- 
ing ground. Yet, according to the 
records at the Juvenile Aid Bureau in 
this area, among the 1,600 children, about 
a third of them being Chinese, there 
were in 1936, only fourteen arrests made 
of children under sixteen years of age. 
And of these fourteen only one was a 
Chinese child. This low ratio of juve- 
nile delinquency is also true of ether 
cities in the United States where there 
are Chinatowns. A police captain in 
Los Angeles said, “One factor that ap- 
pears as a probable cause of low de- 
linquency among the Chinese is the fact 
that the Chinese children are trained to 
respect their parents and uphold the 
family ideals to a greater extent than 
other nationalities." — From “Shake 
Hands with the Dragon,” by Carl Gluck. 
Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Obedience and Miness.—That it may 
be well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth (Eph. 6:3). Years ago, 
a famous children’s specialist said to 
me, “When it comes to a serious illness, 
the child who has been taught to obey 
stands four times the chance for recov- 
ery that the spoiled and undisciplined 
child does.” These words made a last- 
ing impression upon me. Up to that 
time I had thought that one of the Ten 
Commandments was for children to obey 
their parents, and never had it entered 
my mind that a question of obedience 
might mean the saving or losing of the 
child’s life—From the Herald and Pres- 
byter. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. we 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Honour thy father and thy mother” 
(Exod, 20:12).—The tidal wave of juve- 
nile delinquency rolling over the coun- 
try has driven parents, educators, police, 
jurists, and the F.B.I. to place more 
emphasis on the Fifth Commandment 
than has been given it in decades. 

It is easily seen that the increase in 
crime on the part of the younger gen- 
eration is largely due to the failure of 
honoring father and mother. 

Numbers of men have admitted to me 
that although they paid a certain amount 
of honor to their parents, it was not 
until they became fathers themselves 
that they realized how lax they had 
been in that important matter. 

One such took time out to write his 
parents and make this confession and 
to say he rejoiced that they were still 
alive and he had opportunity to restore 
the years which the cankerworm had 
eaten, so to speak. Needless to say, the 
hearts of the parents were gladdened 
with this increased and intelligent honor 
bestowed on them. How it brightened 
their declining years! 

The failure of sons and daughters to 
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honor their parents has brought down 
their gray hairs with sorrow to the 
grave. 

To how many of us would the Lord 
have to ask, “If then I be a father, where 
is mine honour?” (Mal. 1:6.) 

His complaint about Israel was that 
they honored Him with their lips, but 
their heart was far from Him (Mait. 
15:8). 

We can honor Him with our worship 
(Psa. 66:2); with our service .(John 12: 
26); with our substance (Prov. 3:9); in 
short, by doing His will in every de- 
partment of life. 

“If a man shall say to his father or 
mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a 
gift, ... he shalk be free” (Mark 7:11). 
—One special way the children were to 
honor their parents was by assisting in 
their support. The Pharisees had author- 
ized a tradition, the gist of which was, 
that instead of giving money to the par- 
ents for their assistance or profit, the 
sons and daughters were to pronounce 
the word “Corban” (a gift), and the 
parents would know the money was a 
gift—not to them, but to the Phari- 
sees! Such was the bitter fruit of tra- 
dition ! 

“Making the word of God of none ef- 
fect through your tradition” (Mark 7: 
13).—A religious leader once asked me 
plainly about the way of salvation. 
Painstakingly I showed him from vari- 
ous Scriptures that it was “by grace, 
.. . through faith, ... not of works.” 
To my surprise, he said, “But we have 
something besides the Bible in our 
church.” 1 asked, “What is it?” He an- 
swered, “Tradition.” 

With a view of securing his definition 
of the word, I asked, “What is tradi- 
tion?” He answered, “The writings of 
the fathers.” “Who are the fathers?” I 
asked. He answered, “The outstanding 
men in the early church.” “Then,” said 
I, “Tradition can rightly be termed the 
writings of men.” “Yes,” said he, “that 
is so.” Then I asked, “Are you going 
to prefer that which you admit is the 
writing of men to that which you ac- 
knowledge to be the Word of God?” He 
didn’t wish to state the fact in that man- 
ner, but he did want to place “tradi- 
tion” on a level with “revelation.” In 
this instance, as in all others, what he 
quoted of tradition made the Word of 
God of none effect. 


“And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and 
man” (Luke 2:52).—He is very Man as 
well as God. Essential deity and per- 
fect humanity are His. 

This verse reveals the fact that He 
“increased in wisdom.” Wisdom is defi- 
nitely connected with the Spirit. The 
Lord Jesus possessed a personal, human 
spirit; for if His spirit were not the 
spirit of a man, there could be no in- 
crease in wisdom. 

As God, of course, infinite wisdom was 
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.His. And the fullness of the Holy Spirit 


was His, for the Word says, “God giveth 
not the Spirit by measure unto him” 
(John 3:34). 
The verse also says He “increased in 
. stature’ — which, to be sure, has 
reference to His hody, for His was a 
real human body. 

J. G. Bellett says: “Childhood and 
manhood, and human life in all its vari- 
ousness, thus give Him to us. Would 
that the heart could hold Him! There 
is a perfection in some of the minute 
features that tell of the divine hand — 
that was delineating them. Awkward 
work would any penman, unkept, un- 
guided by the Spirit, have made of cer- 
tain occasions where these strokes and 
touches are seen.” 

Certainly, He increases in favor with 
everyone today who loves and knows 
Him. 

He is worthy, take it with thee, 

Just this thought to ponder o’er, 
Till His loveliness and beauty 

Fill thy soul yet more and more; 
Till thy heart o’erflow with longing, 

Till thy mouth be filled with praise, 
And Himself become the object 

Of thy thoughts and words and ways. 


ALTADENA, CALIF 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, Thou kast created the family 
as a part of Thy loving provision for 
man. Help us all to cherish and to honor 
that relationship in every way within 
our power. May we not think lightly 
of it, or take the world’s misguided neg- 
lect or abuse of Thy plan as a standard 
to be tolerated by Thy children. In our 
own responsibilities in the family life, 
may -we be unselfish, considerate, and 
kind, readily sharing in any of the ob- 
ligations of the household as need may 
arise. May we defend our homes against 
the incoming of strife and discord, and 
may we realize keenly what place the 
Christian home can have in the place 


in which we live. We ask this in the: 


name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Our home is not 
just a place in which we can livé under 
a roof. Some folks nowadays seem to 
think that a home is just a place where 
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we can run in and run out, without any 
real sense of obligation to help in mak- 
ing that home a real center of our Chris- 
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tian living.. How wonderful it is when 
husband and wife realize, and carry out, 
their obligations and their beautiful 
privileges in the home, making it the’ 
place where guests are glad to come, 
where the children of the household find 
blessing and happy freedom of fellow- 
ship with father and mother, and with 
one another, and where this motto means 
what it says, as it hangs on the wall: 
When one is far away, one certainly re- 
members a home like that, a home that 
keeps sweet and clean in all its affairs. 
Are you doing all you can to make your 
home one of that sort? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I can think of few 

miseries greater and sorer than the 
misery suffered by a fellow who dis- 
honors his parents and leaves his home 
under a cloud. His own misery is 
greater because he knows he has left 
misery in the hearts of those who love 
him. On the other hand, there are few 
satisfactions greater and more lasting 
than the satisfaction of knowing that 
you have always treated your parents 
with love and affection, and that you 
have conducted yourself in such a way 
as to reflect honor upon them. Parents 
have few joys greater than that. 

There is something of nobility in the 
filial attitude; and there is something 
very cheap in being willing to discredit 
one’s parents, either by word or act. 
God gives us our parents to teach us 
in the very beginning one of the great- 
est lessons of life — obedience to author- 
ity. Without learning that lesson one 
can never be a good citizen, one can 
never be a satisfaction to himself, nor 
an asset to the community. John Dil- 
linger, at one time called “Public Enemy 
No. 1” and finally shot down in his 
tracks by a pursuing officer, knéw no 
authority except his unbridled desires. 

Obedience is also the law of love. It 
seeks out ways to give comfort to par- 
ents. I was a guest last week in the 
home of a man who is at the head of a 
large business — the largest of its kind 
in his city. He works hard, rising at 
six and getting to his place early, where 
he is engaged every minute of the day, 
except a brief moment for lunch, until 
he returns to his home.in the evening. 
He has a lovely home and a lovely fam- 
ily, yet he takes a little time each day 
to drop in at the home of his widowed 
mother, just for a word of loving greet- 
ing and to make sure that she is want- 
ing nothing. I learned that that mother 
looks forward to the daily visit, as she 
looks for nothing else—it is a bright 
spot in her day. 

There is something about such asso- 
ciations, such companionships, that hold 
their refreshing quality even after men 
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have advanced into achievement and 
prominence. President Truman fre- 
quently lays aside the important affairs 
of State. and flies from Washington to 
Missouri just to spend a day with his 
mother. 

Years ago, Henry Grady, the “silver- 
tongued orator of the South,” editor of 
the Atlanta Constitution, was invited to 
make an address at the annual Boston 
dinner of a New England society. Rela- 
tions between North and South, follow- 
ing the war of 1861-65 were still strained, 
and. the object of the address was to 
create a better understanding. It did, 
overwhelmingly. The address made a 
profound impression and was printed in 
full next morning in many of the metro- 
politan papers. It was even cabled to 
foreign journals. As a result, Mr. Grady 
returning South was met by crowds at 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, 
Richmond, Charlotte, and other points 
where his train stopped for a few mo- 
ments. Overnight he had become a 
national hero. On reaching Atlanta the 
railroad. station and _ streets were 
thronged by greater crowds than the city 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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had ever known before. He had to pause 
at a public center and make a few re- 
marks before going to his residence; 
then down to the Constitution editorial 


rooms which were crowded with the} 


« 
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every day we hear children talking to 
their parents as if they were bad chil- 
dren that had to be scolded and found 
th, So mang @hildren are very 

they know moge than their fathers 


employees of the paper, waiting to give @eeRPIndthers, and it is very unusual to 


him their own tumultuous greeting. 
After a few moments with them, he said, 
“Well, boys, I'll see you again tomor- 
row.” “But, Mr. Grady,” they protested, 
“won't you read your telegrams?” and 
they pointed to a great pile of messages 
on his desk. “No,” he answered, “they 
can wait, I’m going away a little while; 
don’t try to locate me.” 

With a small bag in his hand, he went 
to the station and boarded the train for 
a village about forty miles from Atlanta. 
Arriving there, he made his way down 
a shaded street to his boyhood home. 
At the gate he was met by his dear old 
mother, who had been notified of his 
coming. With: his arm about her he 
went into the house, sat down beside 
her in front of a log fire and talked it 
all over with her as she held his hand 
and listened with eager interest. They 
had supper in the old familiar kitchen- 
dining room. Then they sat together 
some more and talked. Bedtime came 
and she went with him to his own room 
of olden days, turned down the covers 
for him, and fluffed up the pillow. Then 
he said, “Sit down, Mother, and let me 
kneel and say my prayers at your knee, 
as I used to do.” He repeated his boy- 
hood prayer. A few moments later when 
he had gotten in bed, she came back 
and drew the covers up over him and 
tucked him in, as she had done so many 
times in his boyhood, kissed him good- 
night, turned out the light and softly 
left the room. 

A tired man slept as a little child. It 
was a far cry from the limelight and 
thunderous applause of the New Eng- 
land dinner, to the boyhood bedroom 
down in Georgia, saying his prayers at 
his mother’s knee, but Mr. Grady said 
that nothing else in the world could, 
like that, settle his nerves and refresh 
him for returning to his daily task. And 
when he would speak of it his eyes 
welled up with tears. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
How to Act at Home 
(Exod. 20:12; Luke 2:51; Matt. 7:12; Eph. 6:1) 
UR picture today for the poster is 
a father and mother, and of course 
you can guess at once which Command- 
ment we study. Say it all together. 
“Honour thy father and thy mother: 
that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee.” 
How the children of America need to 
listen to this Commandment! Almost 


find boys and girls who really love and 
honor their parents. 

What does honor mean? “To give 
respect to; to think worthy of consid- 
eration.” That’s what the dictionary 
says. 

When I meet a boy who thinks his 
father is the most wonderful man in 
the world, who accepts his father’s judg- 
ment, and obeys his father’s wishes, I 
think that boy honors his father. (I 
also think he has a remarkable father.) 
When a girl loves to be with her mother, 
thinks her mother is beautiful and 
everything she does is wonderful, there 
is no trouble about obedience, for that 
girl loves and honors her mother. When 
I hear a boy say, “My mother is tops,” 
or a girl tell the other girls, “I’m so 
proud of my father,” then I know there 
is no trouble at home with those chil- 
dren. 

Parents have been too easy with their 
children. Somehow they have had the 
idea that if they are not too strict with 
their children, the children will love 
them more, but that is not the way it 
works. The child who is taught to obey 
is the one who loves and honors his 
parents. 

How many of you boys and girls are 
careful to do as Mother and Daddy ask 
you? I know sometimes you think their 
commands or rules are foolish, but part 
of honoring them is trusting their judg- 
ment, for they have lived longer than 
you have, and know what is best for 
you. Always remember that they love 
you, and would not do anything that 
is not for your good. 

Did you notice the last part of that 
command, “that thy days may be long”? 
Long life is part of the reward for hon- 
oring parents; of course that does not 
mean that all who have short lives have 
been disrespectful to their parents, as 
many other things enter into that, but 
notice how many things happen to the 
disobedient, dishonoring child. Our de- 
tention homes are filled with disobe- 
dient children; our prisons are full of 
the same kind of children grown up. 
Even in small things, the obedient child 
fares best. ; 

Children are forbidden,;to play with 
matches. They disobey, set the house 
on fire, and are often themselves burned, 

They are told to stay off the street, 
but they don’t mind Mother, and a cas 
strikes them. 

Daddy says, “Don’t touch my knife,” 
but Son picks it up, and somehow his 
hand is badly cut. 

Mother says, “Don’t try to ride down 
the hill on your tricycle,” but the small 
boy sees another boy do it, so away he 
goes, and crash! They take him to the 
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doctor to get a few stitches in the gash 
in his head. 

Did you ever do any of these things? 
I hope not. Remember, it is God’s com- 
mand to honor your parents, and horior 
includes obedience. 


FELTon, CALIF. 
4 


This Week's Qieutions Answered 


(The questions are on page 676) 


1. It is the first of the second group, which 
indicates the primary place of honoring our 
parents in the category of social duties. 

2. The manner in which Paul quotes the 
Fifth Commandment in this definitely 
church Epistle indicates that neither the 
command nor the attached promise is an- 
nulled in this age. 

3. Commandment versus tradition: a con- 
flict continuing to this day, as in the Ro- 
man Catholic system. We need to guard 
against it even in evangelical circles. 

4. Originally “‘corban” meant a gift to 
the Temple or altar. Latterly it meant 
the practice of devoting a portion of one’s 
goods ideally, thus escaping such practical 
duties as the care of parents. It was thor- 
ough. dishonesty and selfishness cloaked 
with false piety. 

5. Because it was a striking example of 
how basic morality and the most elementary 
commands of God can be rejected in the 
name of religion. 

6. There is no contradiction. It is the 
duty of parents to provide for their chil- 
dren, but when parents have grown old 
and feeble, the children must requite them 
with all necessary care. 

7. By no means. Our Lord, as a boy,, 
immediately after affirming that God was 
His Father, subjected Himself to the par- 
ental authority of Mary and Joseph (Luke 
2:49, 51). 

8. This is a biographical statement, not 
an enunciation of program. The church's 
ministry is essentially spiritual, and what- 
ever of the cultural, the physical, and the 
social may enter into its activities must be 
distirictly subordinated to the spiritual. 

9. No. They are to obey their parents, 
whether these are Christians-or not, save 
only when obedience would be a denial of 
the Lord. 

10. Not brute force merely, but instruc- 
tion and guidance, coupled with thought- 
ful discipline. o 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Honoring Our Parents 
(Exod, 20:12; Luke 2:51; Eph. 6:1-4) 
AST winter an_ eight-year-old was 
killed by a car which struck his 
sled as he slid down a side street right 
across the main street of the town. This 
child already had a reputation for be- 
ing a “tough” boy whom his mother could 
not control. I wonder if there was a 
special reasoh why he did not ilive to 
grow up. Do you think Exodus 20:12 
makes a difference? 

Do things happen when you disobey? 
Even if nothing has happened some- 
times, does that mean it does not make 
any difference? (Have the Fifth Com- 
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mandment copied on the figure five.) 
What does “honour” mean? Did you 
ever obey and yet not honor your father 
and mother? Maybe because you were 
afraid to disobey, you did what you 
were told; but in your mind you hated 
your father and mother for making you 
obey. Maybe you grumbled about their 
being mean to you. One boy’ had been 
told by his mother to sit down. He did 
not want to, but finally obeyed. Then 
he said, “There! I’m sitting down. But 
I'm still standing up in my mind!” Once 
I heard a boy even curse his mother. 
What would God think of these things? 

The Lord Jesus, even though God’s 
Son and Lord of all the earth, while He 
was a boy, obeyed His earthly parents. 
“Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience” (Heb. 5:8). “He ... was 
subject unto them” (Luke 2:51). As 
a man He was able to pray, “Not my 
will, but thine, be done”: (Luke 22:42). 
Did He learn to do this when He lived 
at home in Nazareth? 

Do Christian boys and girls have to 
obey the Fifth Commandment? (See 
Eph. 6:1-3.) Probably there is no better 
proof that one is a Christian boy or 
girl. Have you ever seen your mother 
or big sister use a thermometer (show 
a cooking thermometer) to find out 
whether the candy or jelly was just 
right to do what it should and make 
good candy or good jelly? If I were 
to make a thermometer to test whether 
a-boy or girl were in the right condi- 
tion to be a good boy or a good girl, 
the thermometer would be marked like 
this. (Draw a thermometer on the 
blackboard, and make a red line across 
it. Opposite the red line write “honors 
parents.”) 

Why don’t you take your temperature 
at least once each day, and see if you 
are normal? (On paper have each child 
draw seven such thermometers. Below the 
red line, “honors parents,” lesser levels 
of attainment may be marked, such as: 
“obeyed but sulked,” “obeyed but grum- 
bled,” “disobeyed once,” “disobeyed sev- 
eral times.” With colored crayon each 
child may draw a vertical line to show 
his condition for the day.) 

I think you will find that you won't 
be normal unless you let the Lord Jesus 
Himself live in you. He will send your 
temperature up! He will make you 
want to obey just as He wanted to obey 
His earthly father as well as His 
Heavenly Father, more than He wanted 
to have His own way. “Even Christ 
pleased not himself” (Rom. 15:3). “I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me” (Gal. 2:20). (Close with 
prayer for Christ’s presence, and 
strength to overcome temptations to dis- 
obedience.) 


Orono, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Gop AS A PART OF THE FAMILY 


6¢7T\ICK-A-LOCK ! I’m home,” cries a 

small runner as she turns nerv- 
ously around. to face the one who was 
almost ready to tag. No playtime enemy 
can make a capture when the imaginary 
shelter is claimed, and the imaginary 
key is turned. Neither can the Enemy 
of souls attack when the shelter of a 
habitation in Christ is reached because 
of Christian training in a home (Psa. 
71:3). 

“Thank God for our Christian home,” 
testified a young father. Both he and 
his wife teach Sunday school, and their 
two small children, who are surrounded 
by Christian grandparents, uncles, aunts, 
and friends, are learning from babyhood 
to honor Mother and Father and God. 


Unpleasant Homes (Mark /7:9-13). 
These verses suggest homes where God 
is not honored, and consequently par- 
ents are ignored. We have many of 
them today. Why are children often 
rude to parents? The parents them- 
selves may be at fault; their lives may 
not command respect (Prov. 22:6). Evil 
companions may wean the children away 
from home influences (Prov. 13:20; 1 
Cor. 15:33). Or, as in the case of the 
prodigal son, children may be selfishly 
inconsiderate with no regard for the 
feelings of those to whom they owe their 
allegiance (Luke 15:12). 


Pleasant Homes (Matt. 7:9-12; Luke 
2:41-52; Eph. 6:1-4). Contrast with the 
above these pictures of kind. parents, 
obedient children; affection, co-opera- 
tion, and joy in being together. Here 
gre families who care for the dear ones 
in their homes, who treasure family mem- 
ories, and plan joyful family surprises. 
Such solidarity continues even when 
members are absent from one another 
(Gen. 31:49; Psa. 68:6). For instance, 
when you were away from your folks 
have you ever received letters or pack- 
ages containing all sorts of clever sur- 
prises and mementos of home? Be care- 
ful, girls, never to let your sophistica- 
tion grow so stilted that you are tempted 
to hurt a good mother or father by ignor- 
ing their expressions of old-time love 
(Rom. 12:10). 

Discipline (Heb. 12:7-12). “I get 
scolded every day. Do you?” I once 
confided in a school chum of mine. “Per- 
haps you are worse than I am,” was her 
unexpected comment. 

Whether children are “worse” or “bet- 
ter,” correction helps to make them what 
they ought to become (Prov. 22:15). 
Look up these other verses in Proverbs 
on discipline (13:24; 19:18; 23:13; 29: 
15, 17). For some reason unknown to 
me now, I once wrote in the margin 
beside Proverbs 23:13: “even if he 
hoilers!” Certainly a wise, kind parent 


would never beat a child in the fury 
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of a temper. A more abundant life, 
rather than destruction and death, will 
be the result of timely parental control 
(Prov. 3:12). 


The Heavenly Father in the Home 
(Josh. 24:15; Acts 16:15, 31, 34, 40). God 
should be recognized as part of every 
family. Commandment Five is preceded 
by four Commandments requiring us to 
put God first. 


“God knews what is best for . the 
Browns,” wrote a missionary who has 
just welcomed her husband home after 
six years of separation, part of it spent 
in Japanese internment camps. 

The daughter of other missionary 
friends spent the growing years between 
six and twelve away from her folks, and 
part of that time was in internment. 
Yet the family had dedicated their lives 
to the service of their Heavenly Father, 
and as they placed each one in the keep- 
ing of that heavenly One, He proved 
faithful to their trust. 

Countless times we hear of families 
who are willing to suffer alone or to- 
gether for the glory of God and the ad- 
vancement of His Kingdom. These sac- 
rifices and surrenders of families in 
which God is allowed to take part make 
the petty, personal difficulties and dis- 
turbances of earth-centered families 
fade almost into insignificance. The 
most important thing any family can do 
is to be united in the Lord. 

How may the Lord Jesus be recog- 
nized as a member of the home? Know 
that He is present during table prayers, 
family prayers, and Scripture study. Be 
thrilled together with some new discov- 
ery about God every day. Look at fam- 
ily problems from God’s long-range 
point of view. Cultivate Christian fam- 
ily friends, and work together in the 
service of Christ and His church. We 
may be certain that parents will receive 
honor when the leading family motive 
is to honor the Lord (John 5:23). 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
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Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for August 11 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 


Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 

N POINTING out one’s responsibility 

to, parents, Chfist indicated that it 
was a practice among some people at 
that time to give a gift (called “cor- 
ban” in Hebrew) for religious purposes, 
and then to use that as an excuse for 
not taking care of parents who were in 
need (Mark 7:9-13). Thus, this declar- 
ing of a portion of one’s goods as “cor- 
ban” was merely a means of avoiding 
the normal obligation to care for family 
responsibilities. Of course, the giving 
of a “corban,” or gift, for support of the 


Temple or for other religious purposes _ 
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was commendable in itself when done 
in the right way. 

Archaeological light on the giving of 
a gift, or “corban,” was found in some 
excavations made by a religious group, 
called the Augustinians of the Assump- 
tion, in the grounds of their monastery 
at Jerusalem. While excavating for 
building purposes, they found remains 
of a building which had an inscription 
in Hebrew over the door.1 The inscrip- 
tion was broken, but the word “corban” 
was still legible.2 In connection with 
these remains, they also found four ves- 
sels which appear to have been a series 
of measures.3 One of the Augustinians, 
Pére Germer-Durand, believes that this 
building was the place where the Tem- 
ple tithes were paid and that the ves- 
sels that were discovered were standard 
measures used for the collection of such 
contributions. Thus it is of interest to 
Bible students to know that the remains 
of this building with the inscription 
“corban” has actually been found at Je- 
rusalem, quite likely the very place 
where the “corban” referred to by 
Christ was paid by Jews of the New 
Testament period. 


WHEATON, ILL. 





1George A. Barton, “Archaeology and the 
Bible,” Philadelphia, American Sunday-School 
Union, seventh edition, 1937, p. 200. 

2See Pére Germer-Durand, “Mesures de 
capacité des Hebreux au temps de l’évangile,” 
in “Conferences de Saint-Etienne,” Paris, 
1910, pp. 89-105, and Fig. 185; cited in Barton, 
op. cit., p. 200. 

®It is of interest to note that former com- 
putations, based on Josephus and others, as- 
signed to the liquid homer a capacity of from 
eighty to ninety gallons. The measures found 
by the Augustinians, if correctly interpreted, 
would make the liquid homer about fifty gal- 
lons. Cf. Barton, op. cit., pp. 199, 200. 


Ne 
Children at Home 


When Beth Did a Kind Deed 
By Perley Richardson Wade 


74 OTHER,” said Beth, coming home 

from Sunday school,. “what do 
you think? Our class has formed a 
little club. We call it ‘The Band of 
Kindness,’ and we are supposed to do 
some kind deed every day to make 
someone happy. Rerhaps you will help 
me—” She stopped, looked out of the 
window a minute, than ran to the door 
and opened it. 

“Oh, look !” she cried. “What a pretty 
cat! It’s frightened or lost, and it is 
coming into our yard.” 

A big gray cat was creeping slowly 
up the path. It reached the porch steps 
and stopped. 

Beth ran down the steps and picked 
him up in her arms. “Why, you lovely 
kitty,” she said. “We won’t hurt you. 
We love kitty cats.” 

The stray cat seemed to understand 


/ 
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that she was a friend. He cuddled down 
in her arms and began to purr, as she 
carried him to Mother. 

Mother looked at him carefully. “He 
looks like a very valuable cat,” she said. 
“He is an Angora. We will keep him 
with us until we can find the owner. 


Give him some of the fish left from’ 


lunch, and a dish of milk. 

Beth carried the cat to the kitchen 
and watched while he ate the fish and 
drank the milk. “He was hungry,” she 
said, as, having finished his dinner, the 
cat jumped onto a near-by chair, and 
curled up and went to sleep. 

“Poor kitty,” said Mother. “There is 
no telling how far he has come from 
home. When he wakes he will feel much 
better. 

Gray Kitty made himself at home, and 
Beth had a fine time with him all the aft- 
ernoon. She brushed him when he woke 
from his nap, and got all the mats and 
tangles out of his fur. “He is a very 


- handsome and valuable cat,” Daddy said 


when he came home. “If we do not find 
the owner we must advertise him.” 

But the owner found them. He rang 
the bell the next day and asked if they 
had seen a gray Angora cat. How glad 
he was to see him, and how happy the 
cat was when he saw his master. 

“We were going home from our sum- 
mer cottage,” the owner said. “Mittens 
was in the closed car with us. We stop- 
ped to change a tire, and while the door 
was open something frightened him and 
he broke away from my wife and jumped 
out. He dashed off into the bushes at 
one side of the road, and although we 
hunted and hunted we could not find 
him. Finally we had to go without him, 
but I came back today and have been 
stopping everywhere inquiring for him.” 

He took Mittens in his arms and 
thanked them for taking such good care 
of him. Then he went away. 

“I am glad Mittens found his home,” 
said Beth, “but I do want a cat, so I 
wish he cbuld have stayed.” 

A few days later, when they were at 
dinner, the bell rang. Daddy went to the 
door, and there was a chauffeur carry- 
ing a big basket. “For Miss Beth with 
Mittens’ compliments,” he said; as he 
touched his cap and went away. 

Beth opened the basket, and there 
curled up, fast asleep, was a little yel- 
low and white Angora kitten. A card 
read, “For the little girl who brought 
happiness to Mittens and his master and 
mistress.” 

“I think your first deed of kindness 
brought a great reward,” said Mother. 

“Yes,” answered Beth. “But even 
without this dear little kitten I would 
have been happy to think I helped Mit- 
tens. It made me feel good inside.” 

“Deeds of kindness usually do,” an- 
swered Mother. 


MELROSE, Mass. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday August 11 
« 2. The Bible and Prayer in Public 
Worship (Psa. 111) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by pe 


AST week we considered the mean- 

ing of worship. This week we are 
to think particularly of the use of God’s 
Word and in prayer in public worship. 
The use of the Bible in worship has 
not been left to chance or choice, it 
has been specifically commanded in the 
Scriptures themselves. In Colossians 3: 
16 we read, “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teach- 
ing and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” 
The great commission that the Lord 
Jesus left with His disciples just before 
He ascended to the Father was, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations ... 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matt. 28:19, 20). 


Other Scripture showing that God’s 
Word is to be taught and publicly read 
and preached include Deuteronomy 6:7, 
8; 31:10-13; 2 Chronicles 17:9; Ezra 7: 
10; Nehemiah 8:7, 8; Isaiah 28:10; Jere- 
miah 5:20; 11:6; 36:6, 8; Matthew 28:19, 
20; Mark 7:14; 16:15; Luke 24:27, 45; 
Acts 8:28-35; 18:26; 28:23; Colossians 4: 
16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27. It will prove 
helpful to have various members of your 
group read some, or all, of these verses. 


Three principal ways ‘of reading the 
Scriptures publicly may be employed 
in your young people’s prayer meet- 
ing. A leader, or some other member, 
may read the assigned Scripture por- 
tions, and any other correlated Scrip- 
tures; or you may have these verses 
read alternately by the leader and those 
who are present; or you may have the 
entire portion read in unison. You will 
find it helpful to heve sufficient Bibles 
on hand so that each member may use 
his own book. Reading from the Bible 
itself is preferable to reading from col- 
lections of verses found in the back of 
hymnals, for in this way your members 
become familiar with the location of 
Scripture passages, and may turn to 
them again as the need arises. 

Still another way of using the Scrip- 
tures in your meetings is to encourage 
members to memorize a given portion 
and recite it from memory. 

It is important that Scripture portions 
for such public use be chosen with care 
as to their appropriateness and their 
application to the topic to be discussed. 
A good concordance or topical index of 
verses will be helpful in making such 
choices. 
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The Bible also brings us many exam- 
ples of public prayer. It warns us 
against the misuse of this form of wor- 
ship, as in the case of the Pharisee 
(Luke 18:11-14) and the hypocrite (Matt. 
6:5). But it also tells of some of the 
advantages, as in the case of the pub- 
lican (Luke 18:13, 14), and of the spe- 
cial promises applying where two or 
three unite in prayer concerning any 
request (Matt. 18:19, 20). 

It tells us that public prayer was 
practiced in the early church. For ex- 
amples of this read Acts 3:1; 16:25; 8:15; 
6:6; 2:42; 4:23, 24; 12:12; 20:36; 21:5. 

ve 


Young people sometimes get the mis- 
taken idea that public prayer is only 
for the more mature or older Christian. 
But many young people’s societies have 
found that this is not true. The use 
of the sentence prayer time, in which 
many share by giving just one or two 
sentences of prayer, has been helpful 
in getting young people accustomed to 
praying in public. In using this form 
of public prayer, the leader can be of 
great help by clearly stating or suggest- 
ing some of the things for which prayer 
is to be offered. 

The daily practice of reading the 
Scriptures, and a knowledge of the Bible 
itself, will be of great,value to any who 
are learning how to share in this im- 
portant part of public worship. Here 
will be found many excellent prayers. 
Read, for example, 1 Kings 3:6-9; 
8: 23-53; 2 Chronicles 20:6-12; 2 Kings 
19:15-19; Isaiah 37:16-20; Ephesians 1: 
17-20; Philippians 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 
3:10-13. 

ye 


Perhaps you have heard some older 
Christian pray—one who had not had 
the advantages of very Imuch education, 
and whosé general language showed the 
lack of it. Yet when such a one prayed 
dloud in your church, it seemed almost 
as though another person were speaking. 
The prayer was lofty and sincere in 
its conception, and the language good 
and appropriate, all because that one 
was so saturated with the Word of God 
that, when he stood to pray, he uncon- 
sciously poured out the very words and 
phrasings of Scripture. There is not one 
of us who cannot learn thus to worship 
God in public if we really want to do 
so, and are willing to hide His Word 
in our heart. 

On the other hand, the simplest prayer, 
if sincere and from a heart yielded to 
God, can be an inspiration to others. 
Learn to think not of yourself and your 
slowness or imperfection of speech, or 
of those around you and what they may 
be thinking, but rather of God the 
Father to whom your prayer is ad- 
dressed. Let your mind dwell on His 
goodness and lovingkindness and talk 
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to Him simply and directly as yoy would 
to a loving earthly father, and your 
prayer will be effective and helpful. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


Glimpses of Earlier Revivals 
(Continued from second page) 


American Indians in the 18th century: 

“Now that man did the, greatest work 
by prayer. He was in the depths of 
those forests alone, unable to speak the 
language of the Indians, but he ‘spent 
whole days in prayer. What was he 
praying for? He knew that he could 
not reach these savages: he did not un- 
derstand their language. If he wanted 
to speak at all he must find somebody 
that could vaguely interpret his thought. 
Therefore he knew that anything he 
might do must be absolutely dependent 
upon the power of God. So he spent 
whole days praying simply that the 
power of the Holy Ghost might come 
upon him so unmistakably that these 
people should not be able to stand be- 
fore him. What was his answer? Once 
he preached through a drunken inter- 
preter, a man so intoxicated that he 
could hardly stand up. That was the 
best he could do; yet scores were con- 
verted through that sermon. We can- 
not account for it, only that it was the 
tremendous power of God behind him. 


“The hidden life whose days are spent 
in communion with God in trying to 
reach the source of power is the life 
that moves the world. By and by, the 
great moving current of these lives will 
begin to tell as in the case of this young 
man not quite thirty years of age. The 
marvelous missionary revival of the 
nineteenth century is due more to his 
prayers than to any other thing.” 

Here is a typical entry in David Brain- 
erd’s Journal: 

“I set apart this day for secret fasting 
and prayer, to intreat God to direct and 
bless me with regard to the great work 
I have in view, of preaching the gospel. 
Just at night, the Lord visited me mar- 
velously in prayer; I think my soul 
never was in such agony before: I felt 
no restraint, for the treasures of divine 
grace were opened to me; I wrestled 
for absent friends, for the ingathering 
of souls, for multitudes of poor souls, 
and for many that I thought were the 
children of God, perfonally, in many 
distant places. I was in such agony till 
near dark, that I was wet with sweat. 
Oh, Jesus did sweat blood: for poor 
souls! I longed for-more compassion 
towards them.” 2 ‘ 

Gne hundred years ago Charles G. 





*Both from “The Life of David Brainerd, 
Missionary to Indians.” Taken from His Diary 
and other Private Writings, by Jonathan Ed- 
wards, edited and abridged by Rev. Homer 
W. Hodge. Introduction by Dr. A. J. Gordon. 
(Christian Alliance Publishing Co., New York, 
1985.) . Ries as itt 
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Finney was being mightily used of God 
to awaken sinners in our land. Con- 
cerning him, George T. B. Davis has 
written: 


“As John Wesley was mightily used 
of God to uplift the moral and spiritual 
life of England in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, so Charles G. Finney was God’s 
chosen instrument in the nineteenth 
century to kindle revival fires in many 
parts of the United States, and to exert 
a powerful influence in molding the 
future of the nation. 

“Like the apostle Paul, Mr. Finney was 
given a vision of Christ, and a remark- 
able outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
which sealed his salvation, and called 
him from practicing law to preach the 
Gospel. Mr. Finney said he seemed to 
see Christ standing in the room. He 
fell at His feet and bathed them with 
his tears. Then he tells how the Holy 
Spirit flooded his soul with glory. 


“What was the secret of Finney’s 
power? It was prayer — his own prayers, 
and the prayers of others. He said: 
‘Unless I had the spirit of prayer I could 
do nothing. If even for a day or an 
hour I lost the spirit of grace and sup- 
plication I found myself unable to 
preach with power and efficiency, or to 
win souls by personal conversation.’ 

“Finney had also two remarkable 
prayer helpers who sometimes went with 
him to the places where he labored — 
‘Father’ Nash and Abel Clary. Mr. 
Beardsley gives this picture of ‘Father’ 
Nash: ‘He possessed remarkable power 
in prayer. It was his habit to make a 
“praying list,” consisting of the names 
of those for whose salvation he prayed 
daily and often .several times during 
the day. The answers to these prayers 
were sometimes almost miraculous, for 
he did not confine his list to those whom 
he thought would be reached by the 
revival, but the most obdurate and un- 
likely cases were often made the sub- 
jects of prayer, with results that were 
truly astounding.’” 3 

From these records of revivals of the 
past, we see that it was when people 
prayed—fervently and in believing 
faith — that the windows of heaven were 
opened, and gracious revivals were 
brought to pass. 

May we not then with confidence lay 
hold of God today in earnest, with ef- 
fectual prayers and in faith believe that 
He is just as able to awaken and revive 
His Church in our times as in any day 
of the past? “Behold, the Lord’s hand 
is not shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear: but your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, that 
he will not hear” (Isa. 50:1, 2). 





®From “Prayer Brings Revival,” a leafiet, 
now out of print. 
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in the translation of Matthew 27:54, and 
Mark 15:39. “Truly this man was a 
son of God”—#instead of “the Son of 
God”; and Hebrews 1:2, “. .. has spoken 
to us by a Son.” In theses cases the 
novice in Greek is likely to be deceived 
by the absence of the definite article. 
Greek has no indefinite article, and, as 
A. T. Robertson was fond of saying, 
Greek uses the definite article only when 
it would be necessary to “point the 
finger.” If it is clear that the object 
or person is definite, the definite article 
is not to be expected in Greek, though 
it is required in English. In two pas- 
sages in John’s Gospel (10:36 and 19:7), 
in which claiming to be God’s Son is 
a charge made against Christ, no definite 
article is used in Greek. Yet the “lib- 
eral” translators in both these passages 
use the English definite article and the 
capital S—“the Son of God.” 

The question whether the English defi- 
nite article is required or not, can often 
be clarified by making the noun in the 
genitive an English possessive. Thus in 
Mark 15:39 read, “Truly this man was 
God’s Son.” Can there be any doubt 
that it is the unique Son of God who is 
referred to? 

Here again the grammar of the new 
revision is not absolutely impossible, but 
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very unnatural. There are, however, so 
mary such passages in which, with some 
slight possible grounds, the new revision 
shows “liberal” bias, that I make no 
apology for not including these. The re- 
view was long, as it was; I tried to limit 


it to sample points which seemed en- 
tirely undebatable. 

If Bible-believing people can be 
aroused over the need of an accurate 
translation, good will result; if not, the 
whole Gospel-preaching enterprise will 
suffer. 

we 


Persecution in Rome 


The following is a copy of a letter 
written by two or three Protestant 
chaplains and dated Napleg, Italy, 
August 25, 1945. It was sent re- 
cently to the Editor from a reliable 
source, with permission to publish it, 
and with these comments: “It might 
be added that Protestant churches 
in Rome are not allowed to ring 
their bells; it’s against the law. ... 
Some British soldiers have been 
forced by the Italians to stop hold- 
ing street meetings in Naples. That 
happened in February or March of 
this year — another flagrant violation 
of what we've been fighting for.” 


HE Protestant chaplains in southern 

Italy are very much concerned about 
guaranteeing religious liberty to minor- 
ity groups in this country, and for that 
reason I am writing you this letter. 

The following incidents indicate our 
reason for fear: 

Casa Materna, a Methodist orphanage 
operating in Portici, Italy, has been ad- 
vised by an inspector from the Naples 
Department of Education that its school 
will have to be closed. Upon being 
asked why the school must be closed, 
the inspector stated that it was teach- 
ing propaganda which is contrary to the 
state church, which is Roman Catholic. 
Several other visits have been made by 
the Italian Government officials in re- 
gard to this matter, which the super- 
intendent of the children’s home states 
have been very annoying. We all fear 
that closing the school is only the first 
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step. Next will be the closing of the 
orphanage. 

Pastor Pasquale Russo, a Baptist of 
Pozzuoli, has suffered continuous per- 
secution for the last twenty years. On 
several occasions he has been interrupted 
or stopped entirely while conducting 
out-of-door services. He has received 
a letter from the police forbidding him 
to carry on any religious activity. When 
he disregarded this he was brought to 
trial and imprisoned. 

Pastor G. A. Ricci, of the Baptist 
Church in Naples, said that he had been 
told by one of the Roman Catholic 
priests, “You Protestants had better en- 
joy yourselves to the limit now, for 
after the Americans leave, we will take 
care of you.” 

Every one of these incidents is a fla- 
grant violation of what we have been 
fighting for, namely, freedom of re- 
ligion. As long as we are in Italy we 
can protect these groups. But as soon 
as the Allied troops leave, they will be 
helpless. The only way in which we 
can guarantee these people any protec- 
tion at all is to see to it that the treaty 
of peace between the Allied Nations 
and Italy will include a very definite 
statement granting minority religious 
groups the same freedom that minority 
groups enjoy in America. 

The chaplains are helpless in this mat- 
ter, but they feel that the churches at 
home can use their influence effectively 
to have a definite statement placed in 
the peace treaty which is about to be 
drawn up. The Protestant chaplains 
feel very strongly about this matter. If 
religious liberty is not granted to the 
people here, we may face honestly the 
fact that the sacrifice of American. life 
in Italy has been in vain. 


vg 


With the New Books 


Uncle Walter’s Animal Stories. By 
Walter L. Wilson, M.D. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 35 cents, 
paper.) Dr. Wilson is always the prince 
of storytellers. But this time he gathers 
around him the littlest children, talking 
to them of lions and wasps, crocodiles 
and chickens, and other interesting ani- 
mal people. What he relates are not 
merely science stories, but unusual and 
true incidents and Bible lessons with a 
punch to them. Adults, too, will be in- 
trigued by the charm of style as well as 
by the illustrative material for Child 
Evangelism work. 


Ken Saddles Up: By Basil Miller. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., 60 cents.) There was trouble at 
the Circle-O ranch. Cattle were disap- 
pearing nightly, vanishing into thin air. 
And with father ill and the bank soon 
foreclosing, Kay Corday was at wit’s end 
corner. But the redoubtable Ken helped 
her follow up a clue, and, with the aid of 
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trained horses, an Indian trailer, a trans- 
port plane, carrier pigeons, and, above 
all, the asked for and received help of 
God, the two fourteen-year-olds were 
able to capture the cattle thieves. Along 
with them they captured someone else, 
which packs the tale with still another 
thrill. 

After Many Days. By Joye Hoekzema. 
Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Micth., $1.25.) “Dear Lord, forgive me for 
marrying Chris in spite of the checks of 
Thy Holy Spirit.” Again and again 
Nurse Jane Lee was compelled to pray 
that prayer, although she sincerely loved 
her famous surgeon husband, who also 
cared deeply for her, and although he was 
a professed Christian. For the man had 
wandered from the Father’s House and 
the months lengthened into years before 
the husks of cold, hard selfishness and 
cynicism were at last left behind. The 
manner in which the miracle is accom- 
plished makes this a richly helpful story, 
especially to those who by criticism and 
censure have built up a wall between 
themselves and those they love. As a 
writer of force and beauty, Miss Hoek- 
zema has few equals among the creators 
of Christian fiction. 


Patty Lou, the Flying Nurse. By Basil 
Miller. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 60 cents.) Patty Lou 
loved two things, nursing and flying. 
Even more she loved the Lord Jesus. 
All of which made a perfect combination 
from her dangerous mission in “Wing 
and a Prayer,” the hospital ambulance, 
piloted by clever Rene. The two girls, 
with their Christian crew, were sent 
to, rescue wounded paratroopers hiding 
in Jap-held Mindinao, a literal death- 
trap. But they prayed their way in, 
administered blood plasma and drugs to 
the men who were near death. Then 
they brought out the survivors. The 
four crew men moved over into Heaven 
during the process, but two of their 
places were taken by those saved during 
that dreadful journey. 


Bright Arrows. By Grace Livingston 
Hill. (J. P. Lippincott Co., E. Washing- 
ton Square, Philadelphia 5; $2.) Those 
who appreciate character in a setting 
of wealth and refinement will enjoy 
Eden Thurston. Even the death of an 
adored father, the burglary that fol- 
lowed close after, and its accompanying 
attack on an old and dear retainer, 
brought no weak giving away to hysteria 
or fear on Eden’s part. Nor did the 
persistent and most unwelcome atten- 
tions of several suitors shatter her poise. 
Instead, these things but served to re- 
veal her need for a deeper, truer guid- 
ance than that of the nominal church- 
going religion. How she was led, 
through a Christian lawyer, to trust 
Christ for her soul’s need, and then pur- 
posefully to hand over to Him each prob- 
lem as it arose, is but one of the story’s 
precious lessons. The climax is reached 
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when Eden finds a love that is unsur- 
passed, since it is of God’s own choosing. 


Stephen Collins’ Christmas. By Sara 
Elizabeth Gosselink. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 75 
cents.) Like a bright little galaxy gath- 
ered around the Bethlehem star are these 
nine Christmas stories, the first of which 


gives title to the book. One meets first | 
a modern Scrooge whose stony heart is ' 


melted by two ingenuous children. An- 
other tale pictures Jacques LeClerque, 
war refugee, who, with God beside him, 
plays the carillon. Once the years move 
back to medieval times where the Cru- 
saders march under Godfrey. And twice 
they go still farther to tell of old Simeon, 
the Temple faithful, and of the youngest 
shepherd on Bethlehem’s hills. Each 
story offers a heart-warming and spir- 
itual lesson, while the whole is done in 
Miss Gosselink’s usual exquisite style. 


Daniel, the Hebrew Boy. By Emerson 
Hartman. (The Wartburg Press, 55-59 E. 
Main St., Columbus 15, Ohio, 75 cents.) 
Daniel’s life began during the reign of 
Josiah, and very early he was consigned 
by godly parents to Huldah’s School of 
the Prophets, where Jeremiah also was 
a pupil. Nebuchadnezzar had spies in 
Jerusalem at this time, hence his knowl- 
edge of the school’s most promising 
youths. With these facts as a setting, 
the story® of the famous lad is woven 
so naturally around the Bible account 
that the reader seems to live in another 
age-end time when God’s true remnant, 
as now, prayed, believed, and under- 
stood. The plot is full of action and 
surprises, and culminates in an unforget- 
table scene of Daniel’s Babylon life 
where he is reunited with his beloved 
Ruth, his childhood sweetheart and a 
daughter of the old Temple priest. 


One Stormy Day at Sugar Creek. By 
Paul Hutchens. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 75 cents.) 
Bill Collins started the whole thing by 
failing to leave home in a God-conscious 
mood for first-day-at-school. On the 
way, therefore, he fell an easy prey to 
Shorty Long’s provocations. Then there 
was the new man teacher who certainly 
did not understand how boys can stick 
out their feet at the wrong times, forget 
they are chewing gum, throw ill-aimed 
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SOME of the opin- 


ions of reviewers con- 
cerning this book and 
its author. 





“HE IS a master of all the im- 
portant apologetic literature 
of our language, and he has put 
the conclusions of that literature 
where even the humblest can 
reach it.” + Evangelical Christian. 





eeqT IS one of the most im- 
rtant volumes of the present 
decade.” —Revelation. 





et LJERE surely is a volume that 
will, help to furnish the 
Christian unto all good works, that 
will provide him with a veritable 
armoury for defense of the faith.” 
— Sunday School Times. 
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snowballs that hit a man square on his 
bald head, and—well, the day was 
surely a stormy one for poor Bill. But 
it ended in such a woodshed session as 
you would never have guessed —one 
which will leave a happy lump in your 
throat. 


The Adventures of Andy McGinnis. 
By Oswald J. Smith. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) 
Andy seems to be a very real boy, per- 
haps the noted author hirnself, in days 
gone by. Many things happened to him, 
the most dangerous of which had to do 
with a genuine robbery and kidnaping. 
The most painful experience came in the 
hour when he rescued a playmate from 
drowning, lost a bullfrog, and was very 
much worsted in a fight. But the best 
of his adventures was that which befell 
him in the Torrey-Alexander meetings 
of Toronto, where Andy gave his heart 
to the Saviour forever. 


The Child’s Story Garden and Sunny 
Side Stories for Children. By Marian 
Black. (The Wartburg Press, 55 E. Maih 
St., Columbus 15, Ohio, 75 cents and 50 
cents respectively.) A brief glance 
through these two little books brings to 
mind the verse of Scripture that tells us 
of “the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17). The 
books are identical except that “The 
Child’s Story Garden” has several addi- 
tional features. Delightful stories, lovely 
pictures, and a few pretty little poems 
make up these attractive collections. 
Everyday happenings in the lives of 
American children are interspersed with 
a tale from China, one from Jerusalem, 
and some from other faraway places. 
Here and there throughout are remind- 
ers of God’s love for*His children, with 
an especially fine arrangement of John 
3:16 in the middle of the book. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 5 to 11 

Mon.—Luke 2:41-52. Going to Church Together, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I must be about 
my Father’s business.” Look to Christ 
your Saviour as your example in be- 
havior. He went to the house of prayer. 
He made spiritual concerns His busineés. 
He left you an example. Follow in-His 
steps. When you pass away. you will 
leave a handful of ashes that can be 
blown away with a puff of wind. Then 
all you will have left in the world be- 
yond is your naked self plus what you 
have ‘been able to carry into the pres- 
ence of God. It will matter then whether 
you feared God and observed His Com- 
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mandments. Pray for Stony Brook As- 
sembly, Stony Brook, N. Y. 


Tues.—Job 1:1-5. Worship in the Home, 


Prayer Succestions: “Job ... was 
perfect and upright . . . feared God, 
and eschewed evil.” Job showed that 
he reverenced God and hated evil by 
what he said to and did for his chil- 
dren. He dealt with them about their 
behavior and prayed for them continu- 


. ally. The little church of the home is 


important. No church can rise higher 
than church families live. More wor- 
ship in Christian homes means fewer 
wayward children. Pray for North 
Mountain Bible Conference, Red Rock, 
Pa. (Conference Director, Box 22, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) 


‘Wed.—Matthew 18:1-6. 
The Value of a Little Child. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus called a 
little child unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them.” Our Lord added 
value to the child when He called at- 
tention to its worth. His every act en- 
hanced the value of human life, and the 
priceless value of souls. Learn the value 
of children, and of the things to be said 
and done for their everlasting benefit 
from the words of Christ. Sit at His 
feet. He is your wisdom, righteousness, 


- and redemption. Only those who really 
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economical, attractively made, and thor- 
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articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay te read them every week. 
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value a child will glorify God in training 
their child. Pray for Clydehurst Bible 
Conference, Box 1616, Billings, Mon. 
Thurs.—Matthew 17:9-12. Fatherly Love. 

PraYER Succestrons: “What man is 
there of you, whom if his son ask bread, 
will he give him a stone?” Fatherly 
love is sweet, tender, and thoughtful. 
It is a rare thing to find a hard-hearted 
father. Our Lord intimates this when 
asking, “Or what man is there of you 

.. ?” His audience must have smiled 
pleasantly at His question. A parent’s 
heart contemplates good things for chil- 
dren, and our Heavenly Father’s heart 
meditates good for us. He delighteth 
in goodness. Pray for the Overcomer 
Conference, Round Lake (near Albany), 
N. Y. 

Fri.—Mark 17:6-13, Honor to Parents, 

PrayerR . SuccesTions: “Honour thy 
father and thy mother.” Our Lord who 
gave the Commandment to Moses, 
stressed it in His teaching; and Paul 
tells us that it “is the first command- 
ment with promise” (Eph. 6:1, 2). The 
breaking of this Commandment, when 
it is common, is a sign of national break- 
down. It is a mark of the last days. 
Christian restoration must begin in the 
home. Pray for Camp Pinnacle, R.F.D., 
Voorheesville, N. Y. 


Sat.—Luke 15:11-24. A Father and His Son. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “His father .. . 
had compassion.” The father of the 
prodigal felt in his heart the things 
expressed in our Lord’s story. His 
heart, feet, hands, and lips moved for 


the recovery of his sinful son. Com- 
passion is an active, holy grace: The 
true father loves a faithless son. How 


much more does the God of all grace 
love you? Pray for Elohim Bible Con- 
ference, Box 115, Castile, N. Y. 
Sun.—Psalm 118:1-8. 
A Psalm of Thanksgiving. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “His mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” This “great Hallel” 
was probably sung by the Lord at the 
Last Supper. A fitting song for the 
Passover sacrifice of Himself on Calvary 
proves that “His mercy endureth for 
ever.” “Greater love hath no man than 
this.” Herein is love that God sent His 
Son to die for our sins and to bring us 
to Himself. Pray for Keewahdin Bible 
Conference, near Port Huron, Mich. 
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JAMES A: STEWART, Founder and Director 





DO YOU KNOW that medical authorities state the average life 
span of a child born in Europe during the war is only twelve years? 


We must reach them with the Gospel before it is too late. 
E.E.C. is seeking to meet this need NOW 


JESUS CARES! 
For further information write 


The European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 


The 


DO YOU? 


603 Witherspoon Bldg., Phila. 7, Pa. 
MRS. R. E. NEIGHBOUR, Home Director 
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JOHN BROWN 





4 Word to 


from 


Dr. John E. Brown 


PRESIDENT 


UNIVERSITY 


SILOAM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 
‘ 


To the Youth of America 
Every Town 
U. S. A. 


John Brown University is attracting nation-wide attention because ; 
of its unique "Threefold" system of education. This University has 
pioneered in the field of vocational education and the result has been the 
formation of the most complete plan of training available in America today. 
Started twenty-six years ago, John Brown University has had a steady growth 
every year. With classroom instruction and laboratory demonstration, John 
Brown University offers the advantage of practical experience. It is a 


school that offers the highest. type of training for the finest kind of 
student. 


We hold steadfastly to the fundamentals of Christianity without 
apology. The school is interdenominational and evangelical. Our doors are 
open wide to young people of good character and proven ability. John 
Brown University students enjoy homelike conditions, wholesome social and 
athletic activities, and threefold training in a truly Christian atmosphere, 


With every good wish, I am 


Yours most faithfully in His service, 


JOHN E. BROWN 
President 


Write for Ulustrated Booklet 
FALL TERM OPENS SEPTEMBER 10 + ADDRESS INQUIRIES TO SILOAM SPRINGS, ARK. 
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